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We have produced a Young People’s Guide to the Family Justice Review to assist you in answering the questions in this survey. The Guide can be found at: http://www.justice.gov.uk/downloads/publications/policy/moj/FJR-young-people-guide.pdf
Please send your response by 12:00 noon on 23 June 2011 by email to familyjusticereview@justice.gsi.gov.uk, or by post to Family Justice Review Team, Ministry of Justice, 102 Petty France, London SW1H 9AJ.
 

 FORMTEXT 
   
Section 1: About you
1.
How old are you?
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Less than 11
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 11–16
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Over 16

2.
Are you male or female?
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Female
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Male
3.
Have you ever been in a court when a decision about your life was being made?


 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Not sure
	If you answered ‘Yes’, please provide a brief description of what this involved
	     


Section 2: The Family Justice Service (see pages 8–11 of the Guide)
4.
The Family Justice Review panel think that children should be put first in the family justice system (see pages 6–7 of the Guide).
 

 FORMTEXT 
 
Do you agree with this?
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Don’t know
	Please give your reasons
	     


5.
Family justice is delivered by lots of different organisations including Cafcass, local authorities, judges and courts. The panel think that this is not very organised. They want to create a Family Justice Service that will make the system more organised and will put children first.
 

 FORMTEXT 
 

 FORMTEXT 
 
Do you think this is a good idea?
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Don’t know
	Please give your reasons
	     


6.
The panel thinks that children should be able to have their say in cases that involve them.
 
	How can we make sure that this happens?
	     


7.
At the moment, cases in the family justice system can take a long time and different judges will deal with them at different times. How important do you think it is for the same judge to deal with a case all the way through?
 

 FORMTEXT 
 
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Very important   FORMCHECKBOX 
 Quite important   FORMCHECKBOX 
 Not sure   FORMCHECKBOX 
 Not very important   FORMCHECKBOX 
 Not important at all
Section 3: Public Law (see pages 12–19 of the Guide)
Public law is where the state (usually the local authority) becomes involved with families to protect a child at risk of harm. The courts are used to decide if, for their own protection, children need to be taken away from their parents (this is called ‘care proceedings’). This can be a very painful experience for the children and parents involved. The families often have many problems, such as mental health issues, drug and alcohol addiction, chaotic lifestyles, abuse and neglect.
 

 FORMTEXT 
 

 FORMTEXT 
 

 FORMTEXT 
 

 FORMTEXT 
 
8.
Where a local authority is worried that a child might not be safe at home the panel thinks that it is right that the courts and judges should decide if a child should stay with its parents or not.
 

 FORMTEXT 
 
Do you think that courts
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Don’t know
should make this decision?
	Please give your reasons
	     


	9.
What are the most important things the courts should look at when deciding if a child should stay with its parents or not?
	     


10.
The panel thinks that the courts need to improve how they make these decisions. In particular the panel think that the courts need to make decisions more quickly. At the moment the courts take on average over a year to make a decision.
 

 FORMTEXT 
 

 FORMTEXT 
 
Do you think that this is too long?
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Don’t know
	Please give your reasons
	     


11.
The panel think that there should be a maximum time limit of six months for courts to take decisions on whether a child should be taken into care. What do you think?

 

 FORMTEXT 
 
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 This is too long, it should be quicker
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 This is about right

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 It should be longer
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Don’t know
12.
The panel thinks it’s very important for children to have good care plans. A care plan sets out how the local authority will look after a child that it is responsible for.
 

 FORMTEXT 
 
	What should local authorities be doing to make sure that children who are in care have the right care plan?
	     


	13.
What do you think judges need to know about and get training in so they make the right decisions for children?
	     


Section 4: Private Law (see pages 20–25 of the Guide)
Private law deals with the consequences of family breakdown and disputes that sometimes follow a divorce or separation. Those involved in private law cases are often under great strain. Sometimes the language of the court can be confusing; children and money can be used by parents (or partners) to get at each other; and some children may need help or protection where they have suffered or seen abuse in the home.
 

 FORMTEXT 
 

 FORMTEXT 
 

 FORMTEXT 
  
14.
Do you think the law should be changed to make it clearer that it is important for children to continue having a good relationship with both parents if they have separated, as long as this is safe?
 

 FORMTEXT 
 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Don’t know
	Please give your reasons
	     


15.
When parents separate the panel wants to get them to make an agreement, called a Parenting Agreement, which sets out how they should care for the child.
 

 FORMTEXT 
 
Do you think this is a good idea?
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Don’t know
	Please give your reasons
	     


	16.
What do you think the Parenting Agreement should include?
	     


	17.
How could the child be involved in drawing up a Parenting Agreement?
	     


18.
The panel has heard that court is not always the best place for parents to sort out their disagreements and can in some cases make things worse. Do you think parents should try to sort out their differences before they go to court?
 

 FORMTEXT 
 

 FORMTEXT 
 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Don’t know
	Please give your reasons
	     


	19.
What sort of support could help parents to sort out their differences without going to court?
	     


	20.
Do you have any other comments you would like to make about the panel’s ideas or about the family justice system?
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