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The week: 15 – 21 February 2013 
for NHS and social care leaders

Issue: 286

On the agenda

New national pledge to improve children’s health and reduce child deaths
A new pledge about making improvements to the health of children and young people has been launched this week. The pledge is part of the Government’s response to the Children and Young People’s Health Outcomes Forum. Dr Daniel Poulter MP, Parliamentary Under Secretary of State for Health was first to sign the pledge, at an event at the Evelina Children’s Hospital – part of Guy’s and St Thomas NHS Foundation Trust.

For further information, go to:
http://www.dh.gov.uk/health/2013/02/national-pledge-cyp/" http://www.dh.gov.uk/health/2013/02/national-pledge-cyp/


Patient-led assessments of the care environment (PLACE)
This letter from Jane Cummings, Chief Nursing Officer, sets out the arrangements for the new system for assessing the quality of the hospital environment, which replaces Patient Environment Action Team (PEAT) inspections from April 2013. PLACE assessments will apply to all hospitals delivering NHS-funded care, including day treatment centres and hospices. NHS chief executives must ensure their hospitals are ready to engage with the PLACE process when it goes live in April 2013.  

For further information, go to: http://www.commissioningboard.nhs.uk/2013/02/19/place/

Policy news
No news this week

Consultations and evaluations
1. Monitor’s new provider licence published  
2. Local decision-making around fluoridation of drinking water: response 

Publications
3. Payment by results (PbR): reference costs guidance for 2012-13 
4. The fifth annual Independent Mental Capacity Advocate (IMCA) Report 

Conferences and events

i. what’s new
5. Monitor regional events 
6. Electronic document management in healthcare 
7. Delivering a seven-day health service 
ii. places still available
8. Reducing hospital deaths attributable to problems in care 

Patient safety alerts
Refer to website below
Extra notes
Chief executives are reminded that all communications requiring the attention of NHS and local authority management must include a Gateway reference number. In order to streamline the number of communications issued by the Department, these will continue to be summarised in ‘the week’ every Thursday.

Policy news
No news this week


Consultations and evaluations

1. Monitor’s new provider licence published
(Gateway reference number: 18777) 
Monitor’s new provider licence has now been finalised and published. It will use this tool to regulate providers of NHS services. Monitor has agreed with ministers they will license foundation trusts from April 2013, and other eligible NHS providers from April 2014.

Link: http://www.monitor-nhsft.gov.uk/home/news-events-and-publications/our-publications/monitors-new-role/the-new-nhs-provider-licence" http://www.monitor-nhsft.gov.uk/home/news-events-and-publications/our-publications/monitors-new-role/the-new-nhs-provider-licence
Action: NHS chief executives may wish to read the summary of consultation responses to the licensing consultation, which includes the final licence conditions. 


2. Local decision-making around fluoridation of drinking water: response
(Gateway reference number: 18709)
A summary of responses to the consultation has been published. The Department received a wide range of responses, from individuals and organisations concerned with dental and public health, local government and the quality of drinking water.

Link: http://consultations.dh.gov.uk/fluoridation/fluoridation/consult_view 
Action: NHS chief executives will wish to review the consultation response and consider any implications


Publications

3. Payment by results (PbR): reference costs guidance for 2012-13
(Gateway reference number: 18728)
Following the NHS’ feedback, this final guidance sets out requirements for the collection of 2012-13 reference costs from 24 June - 26 July 2013. It places specific requirements on each NHS trust and foundation trust board, or appropriate sub-committee, to approve the costing process before collection begins. 

Link: http://www.dh.gov.uk/health/2013/02/ref-costs-guidance/" http://www.dh.gov.uk/health/2013/02/ref-costs-guidance/

Action: NHS chief executives will wish to discuss these requirements with their boards and finance teams. 




4. Independent mental capacity advocate (IMCA) annual report
(Gateway reference number: 18713)
This is the fifth annual report of the IMCA service, a statutory service provided by the voluntary sector, for use in both the NHS and local authorities. There are duties to refer people to this service under the Mental Capacity Act.

Link: http://www.dh.gov.uk/health/2013/02/imca-service-fifth-report/" http://www.dh.gov.uk/health/2013/02/imca-service-fifth-report/
Action: NHS and local authority chief executives will wish to consider this report as part of equalities duties.


Conferences and events

i. what’s new

5. Monitor regional events 
(Gateway reference number: 18778)
Monitor is holding four regional events in London, Leeds and Birmingham to update NHS providers and commissioners on the preparations for the new regulatory system. These will cover the NHS provider licence and its enforcement, and will be an opportunity to feedback views on the proposed risk assessment framework. 

Link: http://www.eventbrite.co.uk/event/5360174426#
Action: NHS chief executives may wish to register to attend the events at the link above. 


6. Electronic document management in healthcare
(Gateway reference number: 18773)
This conference, taking place in London on 14 March 2013, outlines a number of different strategies for the implementation of electronic document management. It will discuss key issues including legal frameworks and information governance. Ken Lunn, Director for Data Standards and Products, NHS Commissioning Board, will give the opening address.
Link: http://www.healthcareconferencesuk.co.uk/electronic-document-management-paperless-nhs-edm" http://www.healthcareconferencesuk.co.uk/electronic-document-management-paperless-nhs-edm
Action: NHS chief executives and their colleagues can download the brochure at the link above, or contact kerry@healthcareconferencesuk.co.uk" kerry@healthcareconferencesuk.co.uk for further information. A 20 percent discount is available by quoting ref: hcuk20theweek when booking. 


7. Delivering a seven-day health service 
(Gateway reference number: 18779)
This important conference will take place in London on 24 April 2013 and follows growing evidence of a need for routine health services to be available seven days a week. The NHS Commissioning Board’s opening presentation will focus on improving care, safety, outcomes and productivity. Dr Nick Bishop, Senior Medical Advisor, Care Quality Commission, will chair the conference. 

Link: http://www.healthcareconferencesuk.co.uk/7-day-health-services-nhs-conference" http://www.healthcareconferencesuk.co.uk/7-day-health-services-nhs-conference
Action: NHS chief executives and their colleagues can download the brochure at the link above, or contact kerry@healthcareconferencesuk.co.uk" kerry@healthcareconferencesuk.co.uk for further information. A 20 percent discount is available by quoting ref: hcuk20theweek when booking. 

ii. places still available

8. Reducing hospital deaths attributable to problems in care
(Gateway reference number: 18780)
This conference, to be held in London on 21 March 2013, includes an opening from the NHS Commissioning Board, and sessions on meeting the new indicators (outlined in the NHS Outcomes Framework 2013-2014). There will be a focus on recognising deaths attributable to problems in care and how to avoid them. This is a key area for progress highlighted in the NHS Mandate.

Link: http://www.healthcareconferencesuk.co.uk/hospital-mortality-hsmr-shmi-nhs-training   
Action: NHS chief executives and their colleagues can download the brochure at the link above, or contact kerry@healthcareconferencesuk.co.uk" kerry@healthcareconferencesuk.co.uk for further information. A 20 percent discount is available by quoting ref: hcuk20theweek when booking. 


Patient safety alerts
The Medicines and Healthcare products Regulatory Agency (MHRA) has sent the NHS the latest medical device alerts in the link below. NHS Trusts are expected to take the specified action by the date given.

Link: www.mhra.gov.uk/Publications/Safetywarnings/MedicalDeviceAlerts/index.htm

Need help?

Change in contact details
Please email contact_details@dh.gsi.gov.uk to update your contact details. Make the email subject 'the week' and include your name, job title, organisation, telephone number and date of change.

Technical difficulties
If you have trouble opening the attachment or accessing links, please visit 
www.dh.gov.uk/health/contact-dh/

General comments
If you would like to comment on 'the week', please email theweek@dh.gsi.gov.uk or write to NHS Staff Comms Team, Department of Health, Room 444, Richmond House, 79 Whitehall, London, SW1A 2NS.

Unless otherwise stated, guidance referred to in the bulletin has not been commissioned or endorsed by the Department of Health – it is evidence that organisations and professionals may find helpful in improving practice. The National Institute for Health and Clinical Excellence is the Department's provider of accredited evidence and guidance, which can be found on the Institute's website at www.nice.org.uk  

Sir David Nicholson's role as NHS Chief Executive transfers completely to the NHS Commissioning Board in April 2013. Sir David would still like to communicate with you in his new role and we are therefore asking if you are happy for your email address to be shared with the NHS Commissioning Board. If you do not want your email address shared, please email the theweek@dh.gsi.gov.uk

