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The week: 18 to 24 January 2013
for NHS and social care leaders

Issue: 282

On the agenda

100 hospitals to take part in £25m maternity unit makeover
More than 100 hospitals across England will share a £25 million fund to improve and upgrade their maternity units. 

Several older maternity hospitals will be refurbished , such as the 1970’s unit at Airedale NHS Foundation Trust and one at Musgrove Park Hospital in Taunton and Somerset NHS Foundation Trust, which dates back as far as the 1940’s. There will also be funding for a large number of simple measures that improve both choice for women and their experience of maternity care. 

Improvements include approximately 40 new birthing pools that can help make labour less stressful and painful, eight new midwife-led units that are more relaxing places to give birth, and more en suite facilities in over 40 maternity units, providing more dignity and privacy for women.  Equipment such as beds and family rooms will be installed in almost 50 units, allowing dads and families to stay overnight and support women while in labour or if their baby needs neonatal care. 

For further information go to: http://mediacentre.dh.gov.uk/2013/01/24/100-hospitals-to-take-part-in-25-million-maternity-unit-makeover/


Sugar and calories cut in soft drinks 
Soft drinks brands Lucozade and Ribena will reduce the amount of sugar and calories in their products by up to 10 per cent as part of the Government’s drive to curb obesity levels.

AG Barr, that produces IrnBru, will reduce the calorific content across its portfolio of drinks by five percent, and J2O will launch two flavours in a new slimline can that will represent a 10 percent calorie reduction, compared with its standard 275ml bottle. 

These are the latest brands to sign up to the Responsibility Deal’s calorie reduction pledge. This aims to tap into the potential for businesses and other influential organisations to make a significant contribution to improving public health.

For further information go to: http://www.dh.gov.uk/health/2013/01/soft-drinks/" http://www.dh.gov.uk/health/2013/01/soft-drinks/


Policy news
No news this week

Consultations and evaluations
1. Review of the central alerting system: a survey to seek users’ views  
2. Energy capital fund available for bids				
3. New research funding competition open                                  

Publications
4. NHS Premises Assurance Model launch            

Conferences and events
i. what’s new
5. Why transparency will be key to improving quality in healthcare 
6. Electronic document management in healthcare
7. Information governance: patient Iiformation sharing, management and confidentiality in the new landscape
8. Implementing best practice patient experience

ii. places still available
No news this week

Patient safety alerts
Refer to website below

Extra notes
Chief executives are reminded that all communications requiring the attention of NHS and local authority management must include a Gateway reference number. In order to streamline the number of communications issued by the Department, these will continue to be summarised in ‘the week’ every Thursday.

Policy news
No news this week

Consultations and evaluations

1. Review of the central alerting system: a survey to seek users views
(Gateway reference number: 18664)
The central alerting system (CAS) is being reviewed by the Medicines and Healthcare products Regulatory Agency (MHRA), which currently manages the system on behalf of the Department of Health. A survey has just been launched to understand what elements of the system currently work well, and what improvements users would like to see. The feedback will inform recommendations for improvement.

Links: https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/CASreview 
http://www.mhra.gov.uk/Safetyinformation/Riskcommunications/index.htm
Action: NHS chief executives will wish to encourage those who receive and handle CAS alerts (from CAS Liaison Officers through to end recipients, including the independent sector) to respond by 22 February. For further information contact hannah.street@mhra.gsi.gov.uk

2. Energy capital fund available for bids
(Gateway reference number: 18616)
The Department of Health is making a £50 million capital fund available to improve the environment by reducing its own energy usage and carbon emissions, and increasing its resilience to climate change. This will enable the NHS to make savings which can be re-invested in patient care. 
Link: http://www.dh.gov.uk/health/2013/01/energy-nhs/
Action: NHS chief executives will wish to consider sending expressions of interest by 28 February 2013.

3. New research funding competition open 
(Gateway reference number: 18684)
Up to twelve projects called Collaborations for Leadership in Applied Health Research and Care, are to be funded by the National Institute for Health Research (NIHR), so that the best evidence gained from research is applied directly to the NHS to improve the lives of patients. Full details are available at: 

Link:http://www.ccf.nihr.ac.uk/Pages/CLAHRC2013Competition.aspx
Action: NHS chief executives will wish to note the deadline for applications is 13 May 2013.

Publications

4. NHS Premises Assurance Model launch
(Gateway reference number: 18624)
This letter from David Flory, NHS deputy chief executive informs the NHS of the launch in January 2013 of the updated and revised version of the NHS Premises Assurance Model (NHS PAM).

Link: http://www.dh.gov.uk/health/2013/01/nhs-pam/
Action: NHS chief executives will wish to consider using the NHS PAM locally to provide assurance to the boards of NHS organisations, and other interested parties, of the safety, effectiveness and efficiency of its estate and facilities.

Conferences and events

i. what’s new
5. Why transparency will be key to improving quality in healthcare
(Gateway reference number: 18662)
On 21 February 2013 at 4-5pm Tim Kelsey, National Director for Patients and Information, will present practical examples from other sectors and countries, of how transparency and open data can drive improvements in quality, and how we could adopt some of these principles to unleash the power of information in the NHS to improve outcomes for patients. 
 
Link: https://nhs.webex.com/nhs/onstage/g.php?t=a&d=844716237 
Action: NHS chief executives and colleagues can register for the free web seminar at the link above. 

6. Electronic document management in healthcare
(Gateway reference number: 18674)
With an opening address from Ken Lunn, Director for Data Standards and Products at the NHS Commissioning Board, this conference in London on 14 March 2013 will outline a number of different strategies for the implementation of electronic document management, and will discuss the legal framework and information governance. 

Link: http://www.healthcareconferencesuk.co.uk/electronic-document-management-paperless-nhs-edm
Action: NHS chief executives and their colleagues can download the brochure at the link above, or contact kerry@healthcareconferencesuk.co.uk for further information. A 20 percent booking discount is available by quoting ref: hcuk20theweek.

7. Information governance: patient information sharing, management and confidentiality in the new landscape
(Gateway reference number: 18675)
This one day conference on 6 Feb 2013 in London will examine the practicalities of how to manage and share patient and service user identifiable data, and how to meet the standards of information governance.  

Link: http://www.healthcareconferencesuk.co.uk/information-governance-training-nhs-caldicott2
Action: NHS chief executives and their colleagues can download the brochure at the link above, or contact kerry@healthcareconferencesuk.co.uk for further information. A 20 percent booking discount is available by quoting ref: hcuk20theweek. 

8. Implementing best practice patient experience
(Gateway reference number: 18676)
This conference on 26 February 2013 in Manchester will focus on the new NICE quality standard, including how progress will be monitored. Dr Steven Laitner, National Clinical Lead for Shared Decision Making (Quality and Productivity) at the Department of Health will discuss implementing quality standard 6: Shared Decision Making. 

Link: http://www.healthcareconferencesuk.co.uk/patient-experience 
Action: NHS chief executives and their colleagues can download the brochure at the link above, or contact kerry@healthcareconferencesuk.co.uk for further information. A 20 percent booking discount is available by quoting ref: hcuk20theweek. 

ii. places still available
No news this week


Patient safety alerts

The Medicines and Healthcare products Regulatory Agency (MHRA) has sent the NHS the latest medical device alerts in the link below. NHS Trusts are expected to take the specified action by the date given.

Link: www.mhra.gov.uk/Publications/Safetywarnings/MedicalDeviceAlerts/index.htm

Need help?

Change in contact details
Please email contact_details@dh.gsi.gov.uk to update your contact details. Make the email subject 'the week' and include your name, job title, organisation, telephone number and date of change.

Technical difficulties
If you have trouble opening the attachment or accessing links, please visit 
www.dh.gov.uk/health/contact-dh/

General comments
If you would like to comment on 'the week', please email theweek@dh.gsi.gov.uk or write to NHS Staff Comms Team, Department of Health, Room 444, Richmond House, 79 Whitehall, London, SW1A 2NS.

Unless otherwise stated, guidance referred to in the bulletin has not been commissioned or endorsed by the Department of Health – it is evidence that organisations and professionals may find helpful in improving practice. The National Institute for Health and Clinical Excellence is the Department's provider of accredited evidence and guidance, which can be found on the Institute's website at www.nice.org.uk  

Sir David Nicholson's role as NHS Chief Executive transfers completely to the NHS Commissioning Board in April 2013. Sir David would still like to communicate with you in his new role and we are therefore asking if you are happy for your email address to be shared with the NHS Commissioning Board. If you do not want your email address shared, please email the theweek@dh.gsi.gov.uk


