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The week: 7 to 13 December 2012

Issue: 277

On the agenda

Government sets out programme of change after Winterbourne View report
The Government has published its final review into the criminal abuse that took place at Winterbourne View Hospital. This sets out a programme of change to rapidly improve the standard of care for vulnerable people across the health and care system, with specific recommendations for healthcare providers. 

These include, reviewing all current placements by June 2013, so everyone in hospital inappropriately will move to community-based support as quickly as possible, and no later than June 2014. A concordat signed by over 50 stakeholder organisations has also been released.

A further report on progress to implement these recommendations will be published by December 2013.

For further information go to: http://www.dh.gov.uk/health/2012/12/final-winterbourne/ 

GP contract proposals reward care of dementia patients
Proposed changes to the GP contract outlined by the Department of Health, will see GPs rewarded for earlier diagnosis and better care of dementia patients, and for putting a sharper focus on improving the lives of patients with long-term conditions. 
 
The British Medical Association’s (BMA’s) GP committee and other primary care organisations have until 26 February 2013 to respond to the Government’s proposals. A consultation on the changes was launched after a negotiated settlement could not be agreed, following talks between the BMA and NHS Employers. 

For further information go to: http://www.dh.gov.uk/health/2012/12/gp-contract-proposals/

Outstanding health leaders named in national awards 
Eight inspirational leaders and two ground-breaking organisations have been named as the best in their field at this year’s prestigious NHS Leadership Recognition Awards, organised by the NHS Leadership Academy. Three doctors, two nurses and a health trainer are among the individuals who have been honoured for their work in healthcare. 

For further information go to: www.nhsleadershipawards.nhs.uk/about-the-awards/awards-2012.aspx

Policy news
1. An extra £40 million for home aids and adaptations 
2. NHS benefits from funding to develop new digital services  
3. Cancer outcomes and services dataset information standard 
4. Commencement of medical revalidation in the UK 
5. Preparing for new EU directive on needlestick injury prevention 
6. Financial arrangements for the temporary pertussis vaccination programme 
7. Review of NHS critical infrastructure risk

Consultations and evaluations
8. Summary of consultation responses to the draft Care and Support Bill 
9. NHS Commissioning Board consults on specialised services 

Publications
10. Second annual report on improving cancer outcomes     
11. iRefer – The Royal College of Radiologists’ referral guidelines 
12. Housing our ageing population: plan for implementation  


Conferences and events

i. what’s new
13. Measuring and monitoring clinical quality 
14. Information governance: managing and sharing patient and user data
15. Implementing best practice patient experience 
16. Free productive series e-learning module available to all NHS England employees 

ii. places still available
No news this week

Patient safety alerts
Refer to website below

Extra notes
Chief executives are reminded that all communications requiring the attention of NHS and local authority management must include a Gateway reference number. In order to streamline the number of communications issued by the Department, these will continue to be summarised in ‘the week’ every Thursday.

Policy news

1. An extra £40 million for home aids and adaptations
(Gateway reference number: 18544)
Minister for Care Services, Norman Lamb, has announced the Department of Health is putting a further £40 million into the Disabled Facilities Grant to support home aids and adaptations. This is in addition to the Government’s current commitment to provide £745 million over the four years to 2015. 

Link: http://www.dh.gov.uk/health/2012/12/extra-df-grant/
Action: Local authority chief executives and directors of adult social services will wish to discuss this with their teams.

2. NHS benefits from funding to develop new digital services
(Gateway reference number: 18565)
The Department of Health’s Informatics Directorate has announced over 40 IT projects from across the NHS are to benefit from £2.2m funding. This is to develop new digital services that improve patient care and can be used to share information more easily across the NHS.

Links: http://www.connectingforhealth.nhs.uk/systemsandservices/interop/fund/nhsorgs/successful-iscf-awards
Action: NHS chief executives may wish to visit the NHS Connecting for Health website for a complete list of the NHS organisations receiving funding.

3. Cancer outcomes and services dataset information standard 
(Gateway reference number: 18539)
NHS providers of cancer services are reminded they should be working to implement the cancer outcomes and services dataset (ROCR/OR/2142/FT6/001MAND) by January 2013. This new information standard is critical to providing the high quality business intelligence required to improve patient outcomes for cancer, and achieve the level of ambition set by this Government to save 5,000 additional lives each year by 2014/15.

Link: http://www.dh.gov.uk/health/2012/12/cancer-outcomes-dataset/" http://www.dh.gov.uk/health/2012/12/cancer-outcomes-dataset/
Action: NHS chief executives will wish to make sure progress towards implementation is sustained.

4. Commencement of medical revalidation in the UK
(Gateway reference number: 18541)
The regulations for medical revalidation made by the General Medical Council, and the start of the relevant enabling provisions in Part IIIA of the Medical Act 1983, came into force on 3 December 2012, following approval from the Privy Council.  

Link: http://www.dh.gov.uk/health/2012/12/medical-revalidation-begins/
Action: NHS chief executives will wish to review the information and discuss with relevant leads. 

5. Preparing for new EU directive on needlestick injury prevention
(Gateway reference number: 18525)
NHS Supply Chain will be launching a series of nationwide events designed to help NHS healthcare professionals prepare for the introduction of a new EU directive on the prevention of sharp injuries in the healthcare sector, due to come into force in May 2013.
 
Link: http://www.supplychain.nhs.uk/news/press-releases/2012/nhs-supply-chain-goes-on-the-road-to-promote-safer-sharps-campaign/ 
Action: NHS chief executives will wish to consider the implications of this directive.


6. Financial arrangements for the temporary pertussis vaccination programme
(Gateway reference number: 18512)
The Department of Health has now published the list of individual allocations to PCTs to implement the temporary pertussis vaccination programme for pregnant women, announced in the Chief Medical Officer's letter of 27 September 2012.

Link: https://www.immform.dh.gov.uk" https://www.immform.dh.gov.uk  (username and password required to log on)
Action: PCT chief executives will wish to see the amount they have been allocated.

7. Review of NHS critical infrastructure risk
(Gateway reference number: 18469)
This letter from the NHS Deputy Chief Executive informs the NHS of the review of critical infrastructure risk. It includes actions to be taken by NHS organisations now and explains how the review will progress in 2013.

Link: http://www.dh.gov.uk/health/2012/12/review-of-nhs-cir/" http://www.dh.gov.uk/health/2012/12/review-of-nhs-cir/
Action: NHS provider chief executives will wish to make sure their reported backlog maintenance meets the risk definitions in appropriate guidance, including the robustness of their assessments of ‘high’ and ‘significant risk’ backlog maintenance.


Consultations and evaluations

8. Summary of consultation responses to the draft Care and Support Bill 
(Gateway reference number: 18495)
The Department of Health has published a summary of the views received as part of the public consultation process on the draft Care and Support Bill. More than 1,000 comments were received on the draft bill, which represents an historic reform of care and support legislation.

Links: http://caringforourfuture.dh.gov.uk/2012/12/10/responses-to-the-draft-care-bill/" http://caringforourfuture.dh.gov.uk/2012/12/10/responses-to-the-draft-care-bill/
http://caringforourfuture.dh.gov.uk/changing-the-law/" http://caringforourfuture.dh.gov.uk/changing-the-law/
Action: NHS and local authority chief executives and directors of adult social services may wish to review the summary of responses.


9. NHS Commissioning Board consults on specialised services 
(Gateway reference number: 18545)
The NHS Commissioning Board is seeking the views of patients, carers, clinicians and service providers on the first set of specialised commissioning service specifications and clinical policies.  The consultation runs from 12 December 2012 to 18 January 2013.

Link: http://www.commissioningboard.nhs.uk/ourwork/d-com/spec-serv/consult/ 
Action: NHS and local authority chief executives who wish to respond to the consultation should do so by 18 January 2013.

Publications

10. Second annual report on improving cancer outcomes 
(Gateway reference number: 18385)
With the publication of the second annual report on Improving Outcomes: A Strategy for Cancer, the Secretary of State has applauded progress made but emphasised the need to reduce variation across England, so all areas reach the excellent standards of the best. In a speech to support publication, he stressed the increasing challenge of helping people live well beyond cancer, and pledged to make England among the best in Europe at tackling the top five killers: cancer, stroke, heart disease, respiratory disease and liver disease. 

Link: http://www.dh.gov.uk/health/2012/12/2nd-cancer-annual-report/
Action: NHS chief executives will wish to review the publication of the second annual report on the cancer outcomes strategy.

11. iRefer – The Royal College of Radiologists’ referral guidelines 
(Gateway reference number: 18546)
These radiology referral guidelines play an important role in improving the quality of care for our patients. Therefore, it has been agreed that the license for iRefer access across the NHS in England will be provided for the next three years. The Department of Health is working with the Royal College of Radiologists and eLearning for Health, to ensure iRefer is available on an N3 platform to all NHS organisations in England. 

Link:  http://www.rcr.ac.uk/content.aspx?PageID=995" http://www.rcr.ac.uk/content.aspx?PageID=995
Action:  NHS chief executives will wish to discuss with relevant staff to make sure the referral guidelines are available for April 2013.  

12. Housing our ageing population: plan for implementation (HAPPI2)
(Gateway reference number: 18529) 
The All Party Parliamentary Group on Housing and Care for Older People’s HAPPI2 inquiry report found far-reaching benefits from developing good quality housing for older people, including a reduction in health and social care costs. It makes a series of recommendations to create movement in the housing market, improve the health of older people and create new housing options for younger people and families. 

Link: http://www.housinglin.org.uk/APPGInquiry_HAPPI/
Action: Local authority and PCT chief executives may wish to encourage housing partners to incorporate HAPPI2 design principles in their bids to the Care and Support Specialised Housing Fund.

Conferences and events

i. what’s new

13. Measuring and monitoring clinical quality
(Gateway reference number: 18536)
This conference in London on 31 January 2013 has an address from Dr Mike Durkin, Director of Patient Safety, NHS Commissioning Board. It will provide a practical update on measuring and monitoring quality in the new health system, including developing the role of the new quality surveillance groups and risk summits, and using clinical quality indicators and dashboards.

Link: http://healthcareconferencesuk.co.uk/quality_indicators_clinical_dashboards
Action: NHS chief executives and colleagues can download the brochure at the link above, or contact kerry@healthcareconferencesuk.co.uk for further information. A 20 percent booking discount is available by quoting ref: hcuk20theweek. 



14. Information governance: managing and sharing patient and user data
(Gateway reference number: 18537)
This one-day conference in London on 6 February 2013, with an address from Dame Fiona Caldicott, will examine the practicalities of how to manage and share patient and service user identifiable data, and how to meet the standards of information governance in the new landscape laid down by the new Caldicott review. 

Link: http://www.healthcareconferencesuk.co.uk/information-governance-training-nhs-caldicott2
Action: NHS chief executives and colleagues can download the brochure at the link above, or contact kerry@healthcareconferencesuk.co.uk for further information. A 20 percent booking discount is available by quoting ref: hcuk20theweek. 


15. Implementing best practice patient experience
(Gateway reference number: 18538)
On 26 February 2013, this important update on patient experience in Manchester focuses on the new NICE quality standard, including how it was developed and how progress will be monitored. Also to be covered will be implementing quality standard 6: shared decision making, from Dr Steven Laitner, National Clinical Lead for Shared Decision Making (Quality and Productivity), Department of Health.

Link: http://www.healthcareconferencesuk.co.uk/patient-experience 
Action: NHS chief executives and colleagues can download the brochure at the link above, or contact kerry@healthcareconferencesuk.co.uk for further information. A 20 percent booking discount is available by quoting ref: hcuk20theweek. 


16. Free productive series e-learning module available to all NHS England employees
(Gateway reference number: 18547)
The NHS Institute for Innovation and Improvement, in partnership with Virtual College, now offers a City & Guilds accredited e-learning programme to support The Productive Series. The programme delivers comprehensive productivity training in an efficient and cost effective manner, while supporting ongoing service improvement activities.

Link: http://www.theproductives.com/" http://www.theproductives.com/
Action: NHS chief executives who wish to register for the free e-learning module can do so at the link above.

ii. places still available
No news this week

Patient safety alerts

The Medicines and Healthcare products Regulatory Agency (MHRA) has sent the NHS the latest medical device alerts in the link below. NHS trusts are expected to take the specified action by the date given.

Link: www.mhra.gov.uk/Publications/Safetywarnings/MedicalDeviceAlerts/index.htm

Need help?

Change in contact details
Please email contact_details@dh.gsi.gov.uk to update your contact details. Make the email subject 'the week' and include your name, job title, organisation, telephone number and date of change.

Technical difficulties
If you have trouble opening the attachment or accessing links, please visit 
www.dh.gov.uk/health/contact-dh/

General comments
If you would like to comment on 'the week', please email theweek@dh.gsi.gov.uk or write to NHS Staff Comms Team, Department of Health, Room 444, Richmond House, 79 Whitehall, London, SW1A 2NS.

Unless otherwise stated, guidance referred to in the bulletin has not been commissioned or endorsed by the Department of Health – it is evidence that organisations and professionals may find helpful in improving practice. The National Institute for Health and Clinical Excellence is the Department's provider of accredited evidence and guidance, which can be found on the Institute's website at www.nice.org.uk  


