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The week: 7 – 13 September 2012 
for NHS and social care leaders

Issue: 264


On the agenda

Preventing suicide in England: a cross-government outcomes strategy 
A new suicide prevention strategy has been launched, with the objectives of reducing the suicide rate, and providing better support for those bereaved or affected by suicide. Much of the work to prevent suicides is carried out locally, and the strategy outlines evidence-based approaches to inform this work. NHS and local authority chief executives will wish to consider the strategy in preparing joint strategic needs assessments, and joint health and wellbeing strategies. 
 
For further information, go to: www.dh.gov.uk/health/2012/09/suicide-prevention
 

Preparations for winter planning and reporting 
A letter from David Flory, Deputy NHS Chief Executive and Shaun Gallagher, Acting Director General, Social Care, Local Government and Care Partnerships, sets out preparations for winter planning and reporting, which will run from Tuesday 6 November 2012 to the end of February 2013. SHA cluster chief executives are asked to ensure preparations are in place and encourage local NHS organisations to review local winter plans and observe the timetable for daily SITREP reporting.

For further information, go to: http://www.dh.gov.uk/health/2012/09/winter-reporting-2012-13

 
Commissioning specialised services nationally – new proposals
The Clinical Advisory Group for prescribed services (CAG) has made recommendations about which specialised services for people with rare conditions should be commissioned in England. The services listed in its latest report will be commissioned by the NHS Commissioning Board from April 2013, rather than by clinical commissioning groups. The list will be agreed by ministers and the commissioning board in the autumn.
For further information, go to: http://www.dh.gov.uk/health/2012/09/cagreport/ 

Policy news
1.NHS safety thermometer 
2.Community pharmacy contractual framework (CPCF)   
3.New national equalities lead for NHS	


Consultations and evaluations
4.Warm homes healthy people funding for 2012-13 



Publications
5. Safeguarding children and adults in the future NHS – interim advice 
6. Publication of organisation patient safety incident data 
7. Designing and commissioning services for adults with asthma


Conferences and events

i. what’s new
No news this week
ii. places still available
No news this week

Patient safety alerts
Refer to website below


Extra notes
Chief executives are reminded that all communications requiring the attention of NHS and local authority management must include a Gateway reference number. In order to streamline the number of communications issued by the Department, these will continue to be summarised in ‘the week’ every Thursday.


Policy news

1. NHS safety thermometer 
(Gateway reference number: 18127 / ROCR/OR/2133/001VOLU)
Following recent media interest in the NHS safety thermometer, NHS organisations have been seeking guidance on how it works and their own data. This letter advises the NHS how they can help to provide an accurate interpretation of their data for interested parties.

Link: http://www.dh.gov.uk/health/2012/09/safety-thermometer-overview/
Action: NHS chief executives will wish to ensure that those involved in collecting NHS safety thermometer data are supported to understand and explain their data to interested parties, and to continue to improve the quality of the data collection.


2. Community pharmacy contractual framework (CPCF) 
(Gateway reference number:18132)
The department and pharmaceutical services negotiating committee (PSNC) 
is in negotiations following the Cost of Service Inquiry for Community Pharmacy. Pending completion of those negotiations, the CPCF funding is being maintained at £2,486 million per annum. This letter from Janet Perry outlines payment changes to be made from October 2012 and the implications for the NHS.

Link: http://www.dh.gov.uk/health/2012/09/pharmacy-contractors-payments/
Action: PCT cluster chief executives will wish to consider local implications of these changes with their directors of finance.

3. New national equalities lead for NHS
(Gateway reference number:18145)
The NHS Commissioning Board Authority has appointed Paula Vasco-Knight as national equality lead. Reporting to Jim Easton, National Director: Transformation, Paula will lead the equalities work at the board whilst continuing her full-time role as CEO at the South Devon Healthcare NHS Foundation Trust and senior responsible officer for the equality delivery system.

Link: http://www.commissioningboard.nhs.uk/2012/09/07/national-equalities-lead-appointed-to-the-nhs-commissioning-board/
Action: NHS chief executives and colleagues to note Paula’s appointment and can follow her on twitter at @SDHCCEO


Consultations and evaluations

4. Warm homes, healthy people funding for 2012-13 
(Gateway reference number:18115 / LAC(DH)(2012)2)
Funding totalling £20m is available to support local authorities and their partners in reducing death and ill health of vulnerable people due to cold housing this coming winter in England. This circular explains the arrangements and invites ‘upper tier’ local authorities to apply to the fund.

Link: http://www.dh.gov.uk/health/2012/09/lac-whhp-fund/" http://www.dh.gov.uk/health/2012/09/lac-whhp-fund/ 
Action: Local authority chief executives are invited to bid to the warm homes healthy people fund by 5 October 2012. 


Publications

5. Safeguarding children and adults in the future NHS – interim advice 
(Gateway reference number:18126)
The NHS Commissioning Board Authority has published interim advice on arrangements to secure children’s and adult safeguarding, which provides additional information, in particular, to emerging clinical commissioning groups. A covering letter from Jane Cummings, Chief Nursing Officer, and Shaun Gallagher, Acting Director General, Social Care, Local Government and Care Partnerships, reminds PCTs and SHAs of the vital importance of maintaining appropriate arrangements as the health system goes through transition.

Link: http://www.commissioningboard.nhs.uk/2012/09/12/safeguarding/.
Action: NHS chief executives will wish to consider the implications of this interim advice.  


6. Publication of organisation patient safety incident data
(Gateway reference number:18146) 
The NHS Commissioning Board Authority has released the latest organisation patient safety incident data. High levels of incident reporting provide an indication of an increased safety culture within the organisation
Link: http://www.nrls.npsa.nhs.uk/patient-safety-data/organisation-patient-safety-incident-reports/
Action: NHS chief executives will wish to view their organisation’s incident data and review the data of similar organisations.


7. Designing and commissioning services for adults with asthma
(Gateway reference number:18144)
A good practice guide has been developed by NHS Primary Care Commissioning (PCC), the respiratory professional bodies and patient groups, to support commissioners to improve asthma services, and has been aligned to the outcomes strategy for COPD and asthma. The guide sets out the key points that good asthma services should include, together with detailed advice and examples of good practice. 

Link: http://www.pcc.nhs.uk/asthma-guide" http://www.pcc.nhs.uk/asthma-guide
Action: NHS chief executives will wish to consider the guide's applications in line with local quality, innovation, productivity and prevention (QIPP) initiatives around respiratory services.


Conferences and events

i. what’s new 
No news this week
ii. places still available
No news this week



Patient safety alerts

The Medicines and Healthcare products Regulatory Agency (MHRA) has sent the NHS the latest medical device alerts in the link below. NHS Trusts are expected to take the specified action by the date given.

Link: www.mhra.gov.uk/Publications/Safetywarnings/MedicalDeviceAlerts/index.htm

Need help?

Change in contact details
Please email contact_details@dh.gsi.gov.uk to update your contact details. Make the email subject 'the week' and include your name, job title, organisation, telephone number and date of change.

Technical difficulties
If you have trouble opening the attachment or accessing links, please visit 
www.dh.gov.uk/health/contact-dh/

General comments
If you would like to comment on 'the week', please email theweek@dh.gsi.gov.uk or write to NHS Staff Comms Team, Department of Health, Room 444, Richmond House, 79 Whitehall, London, SW1A 2NS.

Unless otherwise stated, guidance referred to in the bulletin has not been commissioned or endorsed by the Department of Health – it is evidence that organisations and professionals may find helpful in improving practice. The National Institute for Health and Clinical Excellence is the Department's provider of accredited evidence and guidance, which can be found on the Institute's website at www.nice.org.uk  


