Our ref: DE00000719739
Thank you for your FOI request email of 10 August to the Department of Health.  
  

Your exact request was:
I am writing to request copies of any correspondence (by electronic means or in hard copy) between the Department of Health and the organisations listed below regarding the Government’s consultation on the packaging of tobacco products which was sent or received during the period of the consultation, that is, from 16th April to 10th August 2012 inclusive.  The organisations concerned are:

British American Tobacco

Imperial Tobacco Ltd

Japan Tobacco International, including Gallaher Ltd

Tobacco Manufacturers’ Association

Tobacco Retailers Alliance

FOREST, including any correspondence in connection with the ‘Hands Off Our Packs’ campaign.

The Department does hold information relevant to your request.
We have assessed the documents that we consider fall in scope of your request and we are providing copies of correspondence between the Department and:

- Imperial Tobacco; 

- JTI;
- Tobacco Retailers Alliance;
- The law firm Herbert Smith, acting for British American Tobacco; and 

- FOREST.
Please find these documents attached.  

· Letter from Alison Cooper (Chief Executive Officer, Imperial Tobacco) to Secretary of State for Health, 20 April 2012

· Letter from Herbert Smith (on behalf of British American Tobacco) to Department of Health, 23 April 2012

· Letter from Secretary of State to Imperial Tobacco, 17 May 2012

· Letter from Department of Health to Herbert Smith, 22 May 2012

· Letter from Suleman Khonat (Tobacco Retailers Alliance) to Department of Health, 25 May 2012

· Letter from Department of Health to Tobacco Retailers Alliance, 8 June 2012

· Emails between Department of Health and Tobacco Retailers Alliance, 8 June – 25 May 2012
· Letter from Herbert Smith to Department of Health, 12 June 2012

· Letter from Herbert Smith to Department of Health, 12 June 2012

· Letter and attachment from Department of Health to Simon Clark (FOREST), 14 June 2012

· Letter from Department of Health to FOREST, 20 June 2012

· Letter from Imperial Tobacco to Secretary of State, 22 June 2012

· Letter from Martin Southgate (Managing Director, JTI) to Department of Health, 3 July 2012

· Email from Department of Health to Herbert Smith, 6 July 2012

· Email from Department of Health to Herbert Smith, 6 July 2012

· Email from FOREST to Department of Health, 12 July 2012

· Letter from Department of Health to Imperial Tobacco, 13 July 2012

· Email from Department of Health to FOREST, 16 July 2012 11:34

· Email from Department of Health to FOREST, 16 July 2012 13:04

· Email from FOREST to Department of Health, 16 July 2012 14:11

· Email and attachment from Department of Health to FOREST, 16 July 2012 16:19

· Letter and attachments from Tobacco Retailers Alliance to Trevor Phillips (copied to Department of Health), 8 August 2012

You will notice that some of the information has been removed in accordance with Section 40 of the FOI Act.  The Department considers that this information, particularly the names of third parties and officials in the Department of Health and other Government Departments who are not at Senior Civil Servant rank, is exempt from disclosure under section 40.  This exemption relates to the protection of personal information which would not otherwise be available in the public domain.  
The information shared here represents a search of only the tobacco programme team’s files, as this is the team most likely to hold information relevant to your request. 
To search other teams in the Department for any relevant correspondence would likely engage section 12 of the FOI Act.  The regulations relating to section 12 of the FOI Act set out that a public authority can refuse to process a request if doing so would exceed the cost limits, which are £600 or 3.5 working days.  It would incur disproportionate cost to check with every other policy team in the Department of Health whether they hold the information you have requested as it would involve contacting around 200 different teams within the Department.

You may wish to narrow your request, for example by specifying a particular policy team or directorate.  However, the Department cannot guarantee that section 12 or any other exemption will not apply to any further request.  As explained above, we have already approached the team most likely to hold relevant correspondence in the Department.

I attach a link to the Department’s organogram which you may find helpful 
www.dh.gov.uk/en/Aboutus/HowDHworks/Transparency/DH_127549.

I hope this reply is helpful.  If you are dissatisfied with the handling of your request, you have the right to ask for an internal review.  Internal review requests should be submitted within two months of the date of receipt of the response to your original letter and should be addressed to: 
Head of the Freedom of Information Team 
Department of Health 
Room 317 
Richmond House 

79 Whitehall 

London SW1A 2NS 

Email: freedomofinformation@dh.gsi.gov.uk 
  

If you are not content with the outcome of your complaint, you may apply directly to the Information Commissioner (ICO) for a decision.  Generally, the ICO cannot make a decision unless you have exhausted the complaints procedure provided by the Department.  The ICO can be contacted at: 

  

The Information Commissioner's Office 
Wycliffe House
Water Lane 
Wilmslow
Cheshire SK9 5AF 

Yours sincerely,   

Sarah Walter

Freedom of Information Team
Department of Health 

  

  

  
 



