	Question
	Response

	IM01 - Do misplaced fixing bolts on no. plate constitute a failure under the RfF illegible?
	Yes, if for example an L has been turned in to an E using fixing bolts the plate is now illegible.  You will have a situation of VTG/P action or failure.



	IM01 If a combination is presented for test is a number plate fitted to the trailer acceptable as the "rear" number plate or does one have to be on the vehicle?   


	The application is clear “This inspection applies to all motorised vehicles."



	IM03 If a passenger air bag is switched off, but if this activates a MIL is this a reason for failure.


	A passenger air bag switched off is acceptable.  On some vehicles the same lamp is used but illuminates differently for a fault than it would for being switched off. 



	IM03 Is it still permissible to remove seat belts that are not mandatory as MOI 7 says "original equipment"? Are air bags originally fitted classed as "mandatory" or could the whole system be removed?


	MOI 7 is not about seat belts - "Check the presence and condition of any seat belt load limiters and/or pretensioners fitted as original equipment"

	IM18 – Should we have a note to say to take into account design characteristics (some seat backrests do not secure in the upright position)?  
	A tester should take into account design characterics on a vehicle in many parts of the test this is just one example


	IM18 Do all driver seats have to be adjustable as suggested by MOI 2? Is a welded up adjusting mechanism and therefore fixed, a pass or fail?
	The criteria is to check the adjustment mechanism functions as intended, so if there is no mechanism you can not test it.  A welded up adjusting mechanism would fail as it does not function as intended.



	IM18 It is not necessary to check that a seat can be secured in all positions, but needs to be secured in a selected position. What do we do if it does not secure in a selected position?
	Fail the vehicle under RfF 2 PSV & HGV (exactly the same failure in MOT Scheme too) “The driver’s seat fore and aft adjustment mechanism not functioning as intended.”



	IM18 Regarding passenger seat, would this be a specified passenger seat?  As some HGVs have 2 front passenger seats.

	The MOI has been reworded and says all passenger seats and the RFF already states 'a passenger seat...'   if 2 are fitted and one is defective = fail.

	IM18 We have to check the passenger seat back, why not the drivers ?


	Moi 1 covers this.



	IM26 - Some Tacho plaques only show the last six VIN digits on them, is this OK when identifying a vehicle against the plaque?
	While the plaque should show all 17 digits on it, as long as the six shown the plaque tally with the vehicle this is acceptable (it would be wise to mention this to enforcement staff).



	IM26 When checking that digital tachograph calibration plaque we now need to check the tyres on the driven axle match the plaque. Why does this only apply to digital and not analogue also?


	It is not a requirement for the tyre sizes to be recorded for anything other than vehicles equipped with digital tachographs. 



	IM 36 Hand Lever Operating Mechanical Brakes

If the designed pivot is seized but during operation of the lever because of the set up of the linkage there is no distortion of the cable/linkage, is this acceptable.


	The MOI 1i says to “check the pivot operation” and the RfF 1i says “pivot is tight in operation”.



	IM38 - On ESC is an amber warning lamp a pass or a fail, can we have a note to say some amber lamps may pass or fail.
	An amber light will fail unless the presenter can provide satisfactory information which tells you this is not a fault (in which case pass and advise). 



	IM38 – RfF5 Modulator cycling this contradicts the application note now we have an RfF for EBS.  
	A vehicle may be failed for either or both items.



	IM38 can we add “where needed to RfF 7 for EBS lead missing.  
	Yes, will be amended at next available update (July 2012).  



	IM38 Elaborate on "inappropriate repairs". Are tape chocolate blocks etc. okay to be used on ABS wiring components.


	The RfF is worded as “an ABS or ESC system component inappropriately repaired or modified.” 

They may be acceptable bearing in mind the note in the interpretation of terms for this:

Inappropriate Repair or Modification 

Repairs and modifications to vehicles must be assessed on their merits, taking account of the nature and function of the component. 

The main criterion to be used when assessing repairs is whether the repair is obviously likely to adversely affect the roadworthiness of the vehicle. In respect of modifications, the main criterion should be whether the modification has seriously weakened the component. 



	IM38 Inappropriate repair or modification. 

Can this interpretation be used to assess all repairs/modification or just where the MOI/RfF asks for it.


	Only where the MOI and RfF supports it.



	IM38 Are all ESC systems fitted with switches? Many people are not familiar with these systems as yet.


	You are required to check the presence, condition and operation of the switch.  If the vehicle does not have a switch you will be looking for some evidence to say it was manufactured that way (if in doubt pass & advise).


	IM38 Would it be possible for a flow chart to be produced to show us which vehicles are fitted with ABS, EBS & ESC. Along the same lines as the class four charts. This may be an idea as regards IM3 if vehicles are fitted with SRS etc.


	Sorry - not at this stage  -   no system of Vehicle Specific Information (VSI) exists for truck and bus and even if it did  the braking directive permits ABS/EBS etc. sequencing to be different to that of the manufacturer in that WABCO sequencing could be matched to Knorr bremse and so on....

Regards IM 3 (and indeed ABS / EBS)  we are swiftly moving towards light on / light off  =  pass and over the next 6 months the Class charts may disappear.



	Do tractor units and trailers fitted with ESC have to be compatible with each other? 


	You have been dealing with this issue for years (ABS compatible vehicles and trailers) and already take the appropriate action (fail or VTG action etc).



	IM38 HGV Inspection manual IM38; Page 5 of 5 Section 7 refers as a reason for failure relating to EBS as connecting lead missing, I understand this. In section 6 ABS or ESC it does not refer to connecting lead missing.


Q. If you have a 5 pin ISO cable missing i.e. ABS NOT EBS then would a fail be issued under 6a a component missing?


	The legislation mandates that both vehicles (unit & trailer) are to be fitted with an ISO 7638 connector to provide a dedicated power supply to the ABS, these connectors shall be used regardless of any alternative method available on the vehicles to provide such power.  The number of pins does not matter (why would a manufacturer without the EBS fit ISO connectors to an ABS vehicle?).  The vehicle should fail on the ABS lamp (RfF5d) not following it’s correct sequence of operation anyway. 



	IM42 Would weak/broken lock tangs on trailer electrical socket constitute a failure?  

	No pass and advise, All scheme manuals will be updated at earliest opportunity to cover this.

	IM42 Electrical Wiring and Equipment.

The MOI asks to check trailer electrical sockets. 

1) Does this include the trailer socket on the drawing vehicle.

2) If the socket is damaged but the lead is held in place by temp. means ie. Tyraps ,silicon etc is this acceptable.


	1. The application tells you “This inspection applies to all Vehicles and trailers”.

2. MOI 4b says “damage or deterioration” and RfF 4b says “damaged or deteriorated to the extent that the connecting lead could not be securely connected.” Temporary means of securing are not acceptable. 



	IM42 The trainer notes said the N,S and ISO leads were to be inspected under IM42 but there is no MOI or RFF for this, only sockets?


	ISO (Ebs connecting lead for presence where required) is checked under IM38 and IM42 covers trailer electrical sockets (checks for security, damage or deterioration).



	IM42 MOI 4 ‘check electrical sockets for security damage and deterioration’ From a health and safety point of view, would this be a visual only inspection as checking these items would involve climbing up onto the vehicle to give these leads a  tug to see if they are securely fitted.  Would we check both ends of the lead connections if only testing one part of a combination ? 


	No climbing on the vehicle is required for this – visual only, you only inspect the vehicle/trailer that is in for test (you should advise if the non test vehicle/trailer is defective).



	IM42 HGV Inspection manual IM42; Page 1 of 1 Rff 4b. I was told as part of the training this included the flap on the electrical socket as the flap holds the plug in place, i understand this with semi trailer types however.


Q. Does this apply to smaller goods vehicles, for example your builder 7.5 tonne vehicle with a 50mm ball hitch. The reason I ask is, it was the opinion of a few people the taper shape of the plug retains the plug and the cover only acts as a dust/dirt cover when there is no plug attached. 


	The application tells you “This inspection applies to all Vehicles and trailers” so if it is submitted for test with a trailer socket you test it.  The flap/tang/lug or cover missing does not constitute a failure.



	IM48 (also IMs 54, 57, 59) What is meant by dust cover is it bellows on prop shaft splines or on brake push rods, valves, suspension bushes etc, and can they be repaired with silicone or tape or other means. Could to please tell us what items are classed as dust covers.


	Repairs are acceptable as long as they prevent the ingress of dirt etc. 



	IM48 Suspension. Is the top shroud of a shock absorber classed as a dust cover.


	No, the MOI will tell you what is in scope. 



	IM54 Define lock stop function, as some are not meant to touch the stub axle when on full lock, or may be internal to the steering box.


	With the exception of the wording in the MOI and RfF nothing has changed in respect of the procedures and standards currently adopted.  

The function of a lock stop is self evident, when a lock stock stop does not touch a stub axle you will need to consider whether there is an integral device which is also performing this function.  If there is no contact between the lock stop and stub axle and no other fouling of components occurs, where you do not know if there is an internal mechanism you must pass and advise.



	IM54 Warning lamps - How do we know that a vehicle has the appropriate system fitted. Do we need to study drivers handbooks in depth?. Some RFFs state "lamp indicates a fault" what happens if it does not work?


	The check is to ensure that the lamp does not indicate a fault.  If you are not sure what system is fitted and have no reference material you can only check to see if the lamp indicates a fault.  If the lamp does not work then no fault will be indicated and the vehicle will pass.



	IM54 MOI 2u says check for leaks. Does this include manual steering boxes and what is the criteria, "a" leak or 75mm in five minutes?


	IM54 MOI 2  - all steering and the criteria is in the MOI "leaks" i.e. you can see it is leaking, not weeping or sweating, it must be obvious to you "otherwise Pass and Advise". 

	IM54 MOI 1i How do we define excessively corroded. Do we simply use interpretation of terms at the beginning of the manual or can we say that if the metal PAS pipe is corroded away by 1/3 similar to that of a brake pipe for example.


	MOI 1i is for cables and hoses and you are expected to use your experience and judgement when making an assessment, if you are not sure you pass and advise.  PAS pipes have been checked for ages under MOI/RfF 1 F (apply the same criteria now as you did last year – the duplication of hoses will be rectified at the next manual release). 



	IM57. Transmission

Is the inner drive shaft boot covered  in this section. Ie MOI 1j 


	This is covered by MOI and RfF 2c as it covers both inner and outer joints now.



	IM58 To which vehicles is an "Additional Braking Device" required?


	Usually fitted to ADR vehicles, but consideration should be given to 2nd or 3rd life vehicles.  



	IM 58 HGV IM58  If a exhaust brake has been removed is it a fail? or does a VTG10 need to be submitted.


	The HGV and PSV Inspection Manuals instruct you to check that mandatory exhaust brakes are present with the appropriate RfF to support this.  If you can not ascertain whether the missing device is a mandatory fitment you must Pass and advise.   The operator will be required to submit a VTG10.  


	IM58. Additional Braking Device

If we fail a vehicle device and the vehicle comes back for retest with the device removed (ie flex fitted) what action should we take?

 
	See above.
   

	IM59 – Do we need to operate fluid level test devices?
	No there is no requirement to operate these.



	IM62 How much of the conspicuity can be deteriorated?  Can this be quantified? 

	The manual RfF wording “so dirty or ineffective that its function is impaired.” is satisfactory and this does not need quantifying.  An examiner is expected to make a subjective assessment.


	IM62 – page 5 7500KG, what weight is this, Gross, Design or MAM etc? 

	It should be Gross Design Weight (GDW), the manual will be amended at next available update (July 2012).

	IM62.Markers and reflectors 

With regard to conspicuity markings there is no mention of the width of band or that the band has to be reflective. In reality if a vehicle is presented with a 5mm band of emulsion we would have to pass it (memo 50/09 mentions width and reflective material).

	Memo 50/09 was withdrawn in April 2011 (when 26/11 superseded it) band width is part of the approval process and not covered at annual test.  If you believe the band width to be incorrect the correct course of action would be to pass and advise.

MOI 1g instructs you to check the conspicuity marking are “clean and effective and their function is clear.” And RfF 1g says “so dirty or ineffective that its function is impaired.” 

A 5mm band of emulsion is unlikely to be effective, please destroy Memo 50/09.




