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Freedom of Information Request 

You requested the following information from the Ministry of Justice (MoJ):

1. Which prison institutions offer the Healthy Sexual Functioning course? 

2. In each of these institutions, what are the criteria for qualifying to undertake this course? 

3. In each of these institutions, how long is the waiting list for access to the course? 

4. Can the Healthy Sexual Functioning course be completed in Category D institutions (i.e. in open conditions)?  

Your request is being handled under the Freedom of Information Act 2000.

I can confirm that the MoJ holds information that you have requested, and I am pleased to provide this to you. 

1. Which prison institutions offer the Healthy Sexual Functioning course? 

Please find attached the current list of prisons that deliver the Healthy Sexual Functioning (HSF) / Healthy Sex Programme (HSP) courses. Please note that that HSF is being replaced with HSP, and different criteria apply for the two courses, so HSF waiting lists are being reviewed to see if the relevant prisoners are HSP-eligible, and those not eligible for HSF may now be eligible for HSP.  
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Please note that interventions are commissioned on a local basis in order to meet the needs of a prison's population and are therefore subject to change. The information provided has been drawn from an administrative data system, and although care is taken when processing and analysing the returns, the detail collected is subject to the inaccuracies inherent in any large-scale recording system.

2. In each of these institutions, what are the criteria for qualifying to undertake this course? 

The HSF course is available for adult males over 21 who have a conviction for a sexual offence (or an offence with a clear sexual element), and who have an IQ above 60. This means the programme is now also suitable for intellectually-disabled sex offenders. The programme is available for men of any level of static risk (according to Risk Matrix 2000) providing they have been assessed as being both 'suitable' and 'ready'. Being 'suitable' for the programme in relation to criminogenic need means that the individual has treatment needs in relation to offence-related sexual interests and the strength of this need is currently being considered. Being 'ready' for the programme means that the individual is acknowledging his treatment needs in relation to offence-related sexual interests, and is willing to work on these in treatment, and that various responsivity factors have been considered.

3. In each of these institutions, how long is the waiting list for access to the course?

Full Sutton: There are currently 16 live HSF cases under some stage of review. 
Three have been now offered a place as part of this year's delivery model. A further 10 are in the process of being assessed or will be reviewed in light of the new suitability guidance (September 2012). A further three are currently assessed as 'not ready' but will be looked at again next year.

Usk: There are currently 20 prisoners who are located at Usk and are on the HSF/HSP waiting list. However, not all of these will necessarily meet the suitability/readiness criteria.  
Whatton: 54.  A number of prisoners were assessed as clearly needing the programme but having just converted from HSF to HSP, and this means that a lot of previously non-assessed men have now had to be integrated into the waiting list. 
Brixton:  There are currently 9 prisoners on the waiting list although not all have been assessed.
Risley: 22 men with HSF have been identified in Risley. Not all have been assessed as suitable or ready at present. There are another 36 cases from other sites, some of which overlap with their own internal waiting lists.
4. Can the Healthy Sexual Functioning course be completed in Category D institutions (i.e. in open conditions)?  

HSF/HSP does not currently run in any Category D sites. An offender who is required to take the course would be deemed too high a risk to be in open conditions.  
The recently revised Healthy Sex Programme is one of a number of programmes used to address the behaviour of sex offenders. It is a specific one-to-one programme that is used, where needed, to continue treatment following group work.

 

Only a small minority of prisoners need this specialised further treatment, with the majority’s needs met by other programmes.

 

Opportunities to expand the programme into new prison sites will be considered.
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Quick Find Active Interventions

		Name of Intervention		Organisation		Region		Short Aim

		Sexual Offending - SOTP HSF Accredited		Brixton		Greater London		Healthy Sexual Functioning is mainly for high-risk sexual offenders who acknowledge current or very recent offence-related sexual interests

		Sexual Offending - SOTP HSF Accredited		Wakefield		High Security		Healthy Sexual Functioning is mainly for high-risk sexual offenders who acknowledge current or very recent offence-related sexual interests

		Sexual Offending - SOTP HSF Accredited		Full Sutton		High Security		Healthy Sexual Functioning is mainly for high-risk sexual offenders who acknowledge current or very recent offence-related sexual interests

		Sexual Offending - SOTP HSF Accredited		Risley		North West		Healthy Sexual Functioning is mainly for high-risk sexual offenders who acknowledge current or very recent offence-related sexual interests

		Sexual Offending - SOTP HSF Accredited		Usk		Wales		Healthy Sexual Functioning is mainly for high-risk sexual offenders who acknowledge current or very recent offence-related sexual interests

		Sexual Offending - SOTP HSF Accredited		Whatton		East Midlands		Healthy Sexual Functioning is mainly for high-risk sexual offenders who acknowledge current or very recent offence-related sexual interests






