
Letter to School Nurses/Health Visitors
Dear colleague,
MEASLES SITUATION IN ENGLAND
As you may be aware, there are an increasing number measles cases and local outbreaks being reported across England. In 2012 there were a total of 1,920 confirmed measles cases in England, the highest annual total since enhanced follow up of measles cases began in 1994. Measles activity has continued to remain high in the first three months of 2013, with a total of 587 confirmed cases reported across the country. 
The pattern of disease in recent years has changed with many of the cases currently being confirmed in older children and teenagers aged between 10-16 years. These children were most affected by the fall in vaccine coverage which occurred at the turn of century following unfounded safety concerns and therefore did not complete the recommended schedule of receiving two doses of MMR vaccine. .Many of these children are now in secondary school where the opportunity for the infection to spread rapidly is high. It is therefore important that parents and teenagers are alerted to the risks and advised to get vaccinated if they have not received two doses of MMR. 
A national media statement is planned for 26th April 2013 advising young people (and parents) of this increase and urging young people between 10 and 16 years of age who remain under or unvaccinated to get vaccinated. The highest priority groups are young people who are completely unvaccinated and have not received a single dose of MMR vaccine. 
I am writing to you to ensure that you are aware of the high number of measles cases and to forewarn you of the imminent national publicity which may result in an increased demand for advice regarding MMR vaccination from your students.
Advice on Measles and MMR vaccine is given in the Green book “Immunisation against infectious disease”.
 
For further advice/queries please look at NHS Choices
 or contact your local PHE Centre at the phone number above 
Yours sincerely

Screening and Immunisation Lead 

<Area> 
� � HYPERLINK "https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/measles-the-green-book-chapter-21" �https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/measles-the-green-book-chapter-21� 


� � HYPERLINK "http://www.nhs.uk/conditions/measles/pages/clinical-trial.aspx" �http://www.nhs.uk/conditions/measles/pages/clinical-trial.aspx� 






