"Portas-Plus" deal for High Streets

Local Government Minister Grant Shapps responds to the recommendations in the Portas Review and unveils a 'Portas-Plus' deal for High Streets.
Transcript
Grant Shapps (Local Government Minister) - We’ve had a really good look at all those recommendations from Mary Portas and today what we’re saying is that we’re not just going to accept virtually all of her recommendations, actually we’ve got some ideas of our own, so it’s a sort of Portas plus response from the government if you like and I think this is really important, we know that the internet is not going away, with out of town shopping centres are here to stay.
So if high streets like this one are going to survive and thrive in the future, we’re going to have to offer something additional, do something more than just the shopping perhaps, make it exciting and different. 

And that’s actually what I think was contained within Mary Portas’s suggestions and today we’re coming back with a whole bunch of additions to that. For example we think that it would be a great idea to not just have this initial pilot set of twelve different areas joining the Portas pilots and today I can announce we’re going to have a second round, another twelve, so we’ll have twenty four in total. So those towns up and down the country, hundreds of them who have been looking to join the Portas pilots can now know that there will be a second round of selection after the first twelve, another twelve. So that’s the first thing.

We’re also going to launch a sort of what you might describe as an x prize for the most improved high street in the country in a year’s time and that will be a million pound prize, so everybody can apply for that, you don’t have to be in the Portas pilot rounds for that, that’s just for the area which improves the most. We want to make sure that this revolution on the high street of areas improving continues into the future.

But we’re also keen to make sure that empty shops like the one behind me continue to get filled and we want to make sure that local authorities, councils, town teams, retailers, help to do that. So we’re going to launch a high street innovation fund, allowing people who have got new businesses to start up to come to the high street, get some help on the rates from the government, it’s a ten million pound fund, but also match that with local authorities pitching in and in addition we want the landlords to help, so perhaps a thirty million pound fund in total to get new, exciting, innovative high street businesses up and running again.  

And we’re backing a day, a special day, actually extending into a fortnight as a total for markets to come to towns to really give people the opportunity perhaps to start trading for the first time, bring new people into the whole idea, the whole concept of retail and bring excitement back to high streets like this one as well. 

So a whole range of different measures, other things as well like building the night time economy, shared space, getting rid of some of the street clutter and making town centres a nicer place to be, a better environment to be in. As well as accepting almost everything that Mary herself suggested to us.

So it’s a really big day for the high street and we don’t just want it to be a one off announcement, we want it to continue and that’s why as I say the x prize for high streets will be announced in a year’s time, and wherever you are in the country there is hope for the future of your town centre and your high street as a result of the government’s response to Mary Portas today.

