Portas Pilots

Local Government Minister Grant Shapps is offering a share of £1million to twelve run-down high streets that can become Portas Pilots. Watch our video to find out how you can apply and help your High Street get better.
Transcript

Grant Shapps (Local Government Minister) - Town centres across the country are really struggling. No surprise perhaps with the rise of internet shopping, that we all use, and with the number of out of town retailers. It does mean that the traditional town centre is going to have to do something different to survive.

Well that's why the Prime Minister asked retail expert Mary Portas to take a look at what could be done. And she's come forward with twenty-eight recommendations. It's my job as a government Minister to take a look at those recommendations and see what we can get into place.

And I've already accepted recommendation one, the idea that we should have 'Town Teams'; groups of enthusiastic people, who know what could make a difference in their local area, working together to bring their towns back to life. And recommendation twenty-eight, her last recommendation, which is that to test all of the things in her review we should have a competition for Pilot Towns in order to check out those ideas.

Today I'm launching that competition. We're looking for twelve towns, throughout the country, who can show us what they would do if they had a share in £1 million and put together their own 'Town Teams'. They'll get the expertise of Mary Portas and her team, the backing of the government, and some of that cash. 

If you want to apply - and I hope you will - then all you need to do is; look at the prospectus that we're publishing today on our website, fill out the application form, which yes, involves creating a video as well to show us what your town is like at the moment, and give us a sense of what you'd like to do with it.

Now we're not looking for you to put together a professional video. Something... more, rather like this one. Just to give a sense of the energy, of the enthusiasm and the dynamism that your 'Town Team' could bring to your town if you're selected to be a ‘Portas Pilot’.

I really hope that you'll apply.
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