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The week: 8 – 14 March 2013
for NHS and social care leaders

Issue: 289


On the agenda

England to host international initiative for mental health leadership in 2014
Norman Lamb, Minister of State for Care Services, has accepted an invitation for England to host in 2014. The initiative will help the NHS, local government and partners speed up improvements to the services and support needed to improve mental health, by learning from experts from across the world. It will also provide an opportunity to showcase some of the innovative work in England on mental health, through programmes such as ‘Increasing access to psychological therapies (IAPT) and ‘Time to change’.

For further information, go to: http://www.dh.gov.uk/health/2013/03/iimhl-2014/

CMO publishes annual report Vol II 
The Chief Medical Officer has called for action to tackle the growing threat of antimicrobial resistance in Vol II of her annual report, which presents a comprehensive overview of antimicrobial resistance and infectious diseases. The report lists 17 recommendations for action and highlights the importance of good antimicrobial stewardship, including prescribing fewer antibiotics, making sure they are prescribed only when needed and using better hygiene methods to prevent infections. She also calls for antimicrobial resistance to be added to the national risk register.

For further information, go to: http://www.dh.gov.uk/health/2013/03/cmo-vol2/" http://www.dh.gov.uk/health/2013/03/cmo-vol2/

Policy news
1. Universal Credit 
2. Two weeks left to sign up to the Dementia Call to Action 

Consultations and evaluations
3. NAO census of maternity providers: statutory data collection 

Publications
4. NHS Advocacy Services 

Conferences and events

i. what’s new
5. Save the date! Mental Health Awareness Week 13-19 May 2013 

ii. places still available
No news this week



Patient safety alerts
Refer to website below


Extra notes
Chief executives are reminded that all communications requiring the attention of NHS and local authority management must include a Gateway reference number. In order to streamline the number of communications issued by the Department, these will continue to be summarised in ‘the week’ every Thursday.

Policy news

1. Universal Credit
(Gateway reference number: 18861)
The new benefit, Universal Credit, will be introduced in four pathfinder areas in April 2013. Anyone receiving Universal Credit from 29 April to end of October 2013 will be entitled to exemption from prescription and other charges. 

Link: http://www.nhs.uk/NHSEngland/Healthcosts/Pages/universal-credit.aspx
Action: NHS chief executives will wish to discuss with relevant staff the implications of the introduction of Universal Credit.


2. Two weeks left to sign up to the dementia call to action
(Gateway reference number: 18812)
The Dementia Action Alliance, in partnership with the NHS Institute for Innovation and Improvement, has launched a Call to Action for the improvement of care for people with dementia in acute hospitals. Trusts are encouraged to sign up to the initiative.

Link: http://www.dh.gov.uk/health/2013/03/dementia-hospital/" http://www.dh.gov.uk/health/2013/03/dementia-hospital/
Action: Acute trust chief executives are invited to sign up to the Call to Action by 31 March 2013.


Consultations and evaluations

3. NAO census of maternity providers: statutory data collection 
(Gateway reference number: 18857 / ROCR-Lite/12/2028/FT6STAT)
The National Audit Office (NAO) is conducting a value for money study into maternity services in England. A census of all acute trusts and all individual maternity units in England has been sent via email to trust chief executives. Monitor have mandated this statutory data collection for NHS foundation trusts and, as such, will be listed within Schedule 6.

Link: Trust level http://surveys.nao.org.uk/surveylogin.asp?k=135947341574
Unit level http://surveys.nao.org.uk/surveylogin.asp?k=136014834172
Action: NHS chief executives will wish to ensure completed census forms are returned by 12 April 2013. Unique log-in IDs and passwords will be supplied in the email invitation. For further information contact 020 7798 7170 or maternity.census@nao.gsi.gov.uk



Publications

4. NHS advocacy services
(Gateway reference number: 18856)
The Independent Complaints Advocacy Service ceases on 31 March 2013. On 1 April 2013, commissioning of NHS complaints advocacy services transfers to individual local authorities. Complaints managers and PALS staff should contact the local authority for details of the service in their areas. 

Link: http://www.local.gov.uk/c/document_library/get_file?uuid=1924abde-49d9-4383-b6fe-b13c50242c29&groupId=10171
Action: Local authority chief executives will wish to discuss the change with Complaints managers and PALS staff.


Conferences and events

i. what’s new

5. Save the date! Mental Health Awareness Week 13-19 May 2013
(Gateway reference number: 18858)
This year, Mental Health Awareness week is themed physical activity and wellbeing. It aims to highlight the many ways physical activity improves wellbeing, and to shift motivation for physical activity to something we ‘choose to do’ to increase our wellbeing.

Link: http://www.mentalhealth.org.uk/our-work/mentalhealthawarenessweek/ 
Action: NHS chief executives may wish to discuss the event with their staff. To receive posters and publications to promote the event email jcarson@mentalhealth.org.uk" jcarson@mentalhealth.org.uk

ii. places still available
No news this week

Patient safety alerts

The Medicines and Healthcare products Regulatory Agency (MHRA) has sent the NHS the latest medical device alerts in the link below. NHS trusts are expected to take the specified action by the date given.

Link: www.mhra.gov.uk/Publications/Safetywarnings/MedicalDeviceAlerts/index.htm

Need help?

Change in contact details
Please email contact_details@dh.gsi.gov.uk to update your contact details. Make the email subject 'the week' and include your name, job title, organisation, telephone number and date of change.



Technical difficulties
If you have trouble opening the attachment or accessing links, please visit 
www.dh.gov.uk/health/contact-dh/

General comments
If you would like to comment on 'the week', please email theweek@dh.gsi.gov.uk or write to NHS Staff Comms Team, Department of Health, Room 444, Richmond House, 79 Whitehall, London, SW1A 2NS.


Final Department of Health edition of ‘the week’ 
The Department of Health is producing the final edition of ‘the week’ on 28 March 2013. The deadline for entries is 12 midday 26 March 2013. 
Please send to mb-gateway@dh.gsi.gov.uk as usual. 

The NHS Commissioning Board will produce regular news updates for senior leaders in health and social care from 2 April 2013. If you have any questions about this, please contact Sally Kenny sally.kenny@dh.gsi.gov.uk 020 7210 5018.


Unless otherwise stated, guidance referred to in the bulletin has not been commissioned or endorsed by the Department of Health – it is evidence that organisations and professionals may find helpful in improving practice. The National Institute for Health and Clinical Excellence is the Department's provider of accredited evidence and guidance, which can be found on the Institute's website at www.nice.org.uk  


Sir David Nicholson's role as NHS Chief Executive transfers completely to the NHS Commissioning Board in April 2013. Sir David would still like to communicate with you in his new role and we are therefore asking if you are happy for your email address to be shared with the NHS Commissioning Board. If you do not want your email address shared, please email the theweek@dh.gsi.gov.uk


