Local government transparency

Communities Secretary Eric Pickles calls on local authorities to get their spending data online for the public to scrutinise.

Transcript

Eric Pickles: A government that is transparent, that is open, is one that is more responsive to the public, one that is more accountable to the public. It means that politicians and officials recognise that is the public who pay their wages. Now, I’ve asked all councils to publish their expenditure online of anything above £500.

Prof Nigel Shadbolt: Local authorities spend millions and millions of pounds in our name and why shouldn’t we know how that money is spent, and indeed councils are quite willing and eager to publish this information. It will be useful in a whole range of way - we’ll be able to see what the pattern of spend is; what particular contractors are used; does this represent value for money? Once it’s published, of course, you can then have the dialogue with the citizen - is this where you want your money to be spent?

Eric Pickles: I’m looking for the creation of an army of armchair auditors so that, together, we can scrutinise public and local government expenditure. If we do this government, does truly, become closer to the people and more responsive to what the people want. One council that has done particularly well is Redbridge and I commend the way they have explained their budget to their electorate.

Cllr Keith Price: We got together with YouGov, one of the leading pollsters, and we’ve created this design which means people can go online, they can see how much we need to save, and then by using the tool they can make saving across the budget and in fact they can even spend more.

Member of public 1: It is useful: people are paying for these services, they need to know where the money is going and how the money is being used.
Member of public 2: I think there should be a degree of openness because if you show, this goes here, this goes there, you involve people - where do you think it should go? It gives people the responsibility as well

Cllr Keith Price: At the end of the day, we’re not afraid of being open and honest in Redbridge. We think people are mature and responsible - we just want to lay all the facts in front of them and we want them to help us make the decisions.

