The Secretary. ) ;»‘* \
DLA Reform Team. o \
1™ Floor, Caxton House, Qf WV
Tothill Street.
London. SW1H 9NA

Dear Madam/Sir,

I write as an individual. but one with many interests concerning old people as well as
being a School Governor in a special needs school and chair of a Community Centre.

It was only yesterday | became aware of your publication on DLA Reform. The
response requested is over a period of very bad weather and a holiday such that major
voluntary organisations have not been able to form a response including Age. The
response time needs to be extended by two months. Voluntary bodies cannot move as
fast as businesses

As a result | can only respond on two issues. Question 17, [ start from an assumption
that not much needs to be changed from current practice. My School has a continuing
battle to provide mobility equipment for disabled children. This equipment needs
constant modifications as children grow and their disabilities change.. Our equipment
stays in the School, parents need help from public funds to obtain equipment for home
use as well as modifications to their homes

With regard to question 5, [ am concerned payments will stop when a patient is in
hospital or a care home resident. There should be a distinction between medical recovery
in hospital and residence in a care home. Hospital care is funded by the NHS, care
homes are funded by private companies, local authorities and charities with wide
differences in performance. Pensions and other benefits have been given up to pay for
widely different standards of care in homes of unequal standards.

It is common practice in care homes for residents to be confined to their rooms because
of infections or lack of staff. Care home residents need the same mobility benefits as
those in their own homes either owned or tenanted to support their independence and
ability to retain contact with a world they are familiar with, families, shops, services,
clubs, voluntary activities and entertainment. Help is often needed to care for those who
would be exposed to trouble using a wheel chair in the High Street, hence, think again
please. Sincerel






