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Dear Sir or Madam,

My above constituent has contacted me tegarding the public consultation on
Disability Living Allowance.

[ enclose a copy of her email sent to me, which she would like me to submit on her
behalf as part of the official consultation process.

Yours sincerely




Further to the meeting held at I School yesterday | wish to outline concerns and request
these to be raised in parliament ahead of the Welfare Reform bill white paper soon to be released.

1. Why the need for reassessment of DLA awards particularly for people on high rate for Care and
Mobility? Repeat reviews are an infringement and undermine former assessments which many will
have previously undertaken two or three times prior to receiving a final award. Implementation of this
will swell administrative costs, and is undignified for the claimant to have to constantly justify their
disability — particularly if present since birth and lifelong.

2. Reduced range for Care/Daily living component from 3 to 2. In order to adequately support the
needs of individuals a broader range of levels should be maintained. Proposing only 2 levels is wholly
inadequate for the complexity of peoples daily support needs.

3. Concern about how young people are assessed at 16 greatly affects post-school provision and access
to other means of support, which enable those with disability to live more independent lives.

4. The timing and accessibility of the consultation and information about the proposed reforms have
been limited. Given the consultation commenced in December 2010 — obscured by the coldest winter
for 120 years and the festive period/holiday will have severely curtailed responses. | urge that more
time be given so that appropriate responses can be made and for people who do not have access to
the internet to have the opportunity to voice their opinions.

As a parent/carer | am exhausted at the prospect of having to repeatedly validate my child’s disability
(present since birth) to obtain basic financial help and support. It is a constant battle for people with
disabilities and their carers - completing endless complex forms and dealing with bureaucracy
necessary for different kinds of support — an arduous task on top of having to care for someone with
high level complex needs.

| urge you to raise these concerns and hope the Government is mindful of the most vulnerable in our
society, along with the needs of their carers. .

Yours sincerely,





