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Dear Reform Team

Public Consultation on Disability Living Allowance Reform

i would like to make the following contribution to the current consultations on Disability
Living Allowance (DLA) reform as published in Cm 7984 in December 2010. These
comments come from the father of a son with physical and learning difficulties who lives

in a residential care home.

1. Withdrawal of DLA from residents of care homes

[ would first like to challenge the decision already made to cease payment of DLA to
residents of care homes where the charges are met by a local authority. This is covered
in paragraph 21 of the White Paper. There appears to be a fundamental
misunderstanding by the Department of Work and Pensions and Ministers about what
this will mean to such residents and the disastrous consequences for people such as my
son. Itis likely that my son will become a virtual prisoner in his care home.

My son has currently chosen to use his entire mobility component of the DLA benefit to
obtain a vehicle suitable for him under the Motability contract hire scheme (to which we
also had to pay a sizeable lump sum ourselves). This vehicle provides him with the
ability to visit us regularly and see other family and friends, to go out on social events
and to the cinema, and for self-catering holidays with us each year. The vehicle has to
be large enough to cope with my son and his wheelchair, other equipment plus luggage,
etc for holidays. This is a much larger vehicle than we would expect to run in normal
circumstances.

There is no provision in the local authority payment to the operator of the care home for
transport to any of the places, events, holidays, etc for which we use his Motability
contract vehicle. Nor is alternative local authority transport available. So my son will
become virtually home bound because of the lack of suitable transport.

I would therefore urge Ministers to look again at the total withdrawal of this benefit from
local authority funded care home residents. Residents should be allowed to go forward
and be assessed as others are to be for the new Personal Independence Payment at
which time the question of what transport is available could be taken into account.



2. Short-term consequences of withdrawal of DLA

There are potentially serious consequences for care home residents if DLA is withdrawn
in 2012. The contract hire period for most Motability vehicle contracts is 3 or 5 years.
My son's current Motability vehicle contract runs until 2013. This contract was entered
into in the firm belief that the benefit which underpins the contract period would be
continuing unchanged.

Motability, the charity that operate the contract hire scheme, currently require that to be
able to participate in the scheme, the beneficiary must be in receipt of the higher rate of
mobility allowance under the DLA. [f that benefit is lost (eg after death or withdrawal for
another reason), Motability currently have the right to immediately repossess the vehicle
(or wheelchair or buggy). If DWP withdraw DLA from care home residents in 2012,
there could be thousands of disabled people such as my son who face the prospect of
losing their sole means of transport. This surely cannot be the intention of Ministers.
DWP should therefore ensure that discussions with Motability take place to ensure that
there is no mass withdrawal of vehicles because of a politically unjustifiable decision to
change the DLA system. Existing contracts should at least be able to run their course.

If Motability contracts are allowed to continue, my son will need to find approximately
£3,000 to complete the contract on his vehicle which runs to 2013. DWP should
therefore look at interim funding arrangements to ensure that care home residents can
meet contractual commitments. DWP already know who such contract customers are
because the DLA benefit is redirected to Motability at source. This would, of course, be
unnecessary if care home residents could continue to receive DLA beyond 2012 until
being assessed under any new arrangements due to be introduced in 2013.

3. Introducing the new benefit

In this section of the White Paper, mention is made of how receipt of DLA can be helpful
as a ‘passport’ for other items. If this DLA is withdrawn from care home residents, this
‘passport’ will be no longer be available.

For example, obtaining a Blue Badge is at present relatively straightforward by
producing a copy of the DWP entitlement to DLA letter, this will become administratively
much more complicated in future and have to involve GP and other health professionals
in form filling. '

As mentioned in Section 2 above, the loss of DLA will also mean that my son is no
longer eligible for the Motability scheme. While it is, of course, for that charity to decide
how to operate, DWP should look at what they can do to help care home residents
continue to be eligible for the Motability scheme.

Yours faithfully






