2 February 2011

The DLA Reform Team SEA
Caxton House )
Tothill Strest

LONDON

SW14 9NA

Dear Sirs

| was somewhat perturbed to read the details of the proposed Consultation on Disability Living Allowance
reforms, and feel that | should respond and describe how any interruption would be likely to affect me
personally. There will be many others who will be similarly affected to a greater or lesser degree.

My wife and | are both 72 years of age.

I have a chronically painful and deformed foot from which | get no relief having undergone a Triple Arthorodesis
procedure. Walking is very painful having fractured the same heel bone in a fall in which | sustained a spinal
fracture. | have to walk very short distances with the aid of a caliper and walking stick as my halance is affected
and | am very unsteady on my feet. | have undergone several major abdominal procedures, the latest being a
Hepaticojejunctomy in Octaber 2010.

My wife also has serious health problems. She has a paralysed diaphragm which was damaged during surgery
for a Triple Heart Bypass procedure. This information was deliberately withheld for 6 years after the event until |
discovered it purely by accident. The damage is permanent and untreatable.

She now has much difficulty breathing and cannct exert herself. She is able to walk only very short distances
before she feels unwell. She has had two heart attacks, one after walking about 200 yards, the other after
having climbed one flight of stairs. She has also had three strokes (minor). She is aiso insulin dependant and
has had breast cancer.

She was admitted to Papworth Hospital as recently as 18 January 2011 for a surgical procedure on her heart.

We both have to visit various hospitals frequently at Leicester, Peterborough and Papworth. Without the car,
which is provided by Motability, we would be unable to attend these hospitals.

There is no suitable and convenient public transport. '

The Disability Living Allowance, both the Mobility Component and the Care Component is an absolute “lifeline”
allowing us to pay for the help we need to continue our day to day lives in our own home as independently as we
are able.

| feel | have to respond to the news that the Government are proposing a radical reform of DLA and illustrate
just how essential it is for many people to enable them to lead independent lives and maintain their dignity.

Yours faithfully






