Drama UK's response to the BIS consultation on'Applying Students Number Controls to Alternative Providers with Designated Courses.'
 Drama UK appreciates the rationale for applying student number controls to Alternative Providers with Designated Courses. 
As only three of our members are Alternative Providers, ( ALRA, ArtsEd and Mountview),and they have been able to make their individual responses, we will not seek to replicate what they have done but rather to briefly underscore four key points.
Background
Drama UK is recognised by HESA as an accrediting body.

Drama UK champions quality drama training in the UK through advocacy, assurance and advice. It was formed from the merger of the National Council for Drama Training ( NCDT) and the conference of Drama Schools ( CDS) and  provides a unique link between the theatre, media and broadcast industries and drama training providers in the UK.
We are in part a membership organisation of the main vocational drama schools. These twenty schools  range through having degree awarding powers, being within  an HEI, having courses validated by an HEI and offering  Dance and Drama Awards (DaDA) within an FE context.

1.Proportionate
There is an intention for the arrangements to be 'proportionate' for small providers.It is not clear how this will be achieved yet fulfil the required financial control and student and public interest.  However, while our three providers may not fall into the small provider category, there is a real danger that the arrangements would not be proportionate for them.
All three are part of the Dance and Drama Awards (DaDA) scheme and so are subject to scrutiny by the EFA, OfSTED and Trinity College, London. Added to this are all the requirements of their validating HEIs and accreditation by Drama UK. The proposed arrangements would increase further the burden on them.
 It would seem possible for some of the existing requirements in quality assurance, financial sustainability, management and governance to have value within the arrangements.
2.Data
The acquisition of relevant data and its use in a robust and meaningful way has always been seen as important in the drama sector.  The introduction of KIS has now raised the significance of this across the HE undergraduate sector.  However, providers of conservatoire training in general have found KIS to be a very blunt instrument in indicating meaningful data relevant to the training and education they offer.
Drama UK has as a requirement for accreditation:“The School maintains an adequate system for gathering, storing and easily accessing data in order to demonstrate that a significant number of the course’s graduates have obtained professional work in the qualifying years.”  Following on from the Warwick University 2009 DaDA Review, we have been working on developing a sophisticated  tool for assessing and presenting destination data. We have acquired research funding to generate longitudinal work and to look at applying the tool to areas other than Drama and as a more useful indicator than KIS. We aim to have a symposium in June about this work and its implications for the industry, providers, educators and potential students.
We would welcome discussion on how this work could be integrated into the arrangements.
3. £9000
In the particular market place that our three providers find themselves, students only having access to loans of up to £6000 is a distinct disadvantage. This may be having an impact on the delivery of widening participation agendas and and would be affected if DaDA were to be abolished.
We would recommend that the possibility of the three providers having student loan access up to £9k, perhaps with an adjustment of their status by HEFCE, be explored.
4.Timetable
The timetable for implementation seems compressed and will increase the burden on our three providers. We would join with others in suggesting a simple method be implemented for 2013-14, which could be developed further in 2014-15.
Summary
Our three providers find themselves in a perhaps anomalous position in relation to the arrangements. 
Whilst Drama UK fully supports any measures to provide assurances to students and prospective students, we are of the view that adjustments to the arrangements could be envisaged for our three providers. We would be fully prepared to assist in relevant discussions.
