2012 School Capacity Statistical Release

Metadata Specification

DESCRIPTION

This document describes the data contained in the 2012 LA pupil forecast underlying data file, which contains local authorities’ (LAs) own pupil forecasts by year group, and at district level for non-unitary authorities.   
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Overview

Local authorities (LAs) need to produce pupil forecasts to provide school place planners with up to date information on the overall capacity required within the school systems in their area, because pupil numbers change from year to year and from short term to long term.

Accurate forecasts of pupil numbers at LA level, and at district level where districts exist, are essential in providing the DfE with information to support basic-need capital allocations to local authorities.  
There are a number of factors that impact on pupil numbers.  Some may impact on the overall number of pupils, others only on some schools or in some areas of an authority.  Identifying and understanding the potential impact of these factors is an important part of producing useful and accurate forecasts. 

Factors that authorities will consider when producing their pupil forecasts include:

· changes in education policy, for example extensions to early years education, and any changes to the school leaving age

· national and local strategies for development, for example house building, neighbourhood renewal schemes and infrastructure developments such as new roads

· demographic changes within an authority and nationally

· changes to national and international migration rates

· the impact of changing economic circumstances, for example on birth rates

· internal factors such as the way schools are organised within an authority and within neighbouring authorities.

The methodology used for producing pupil forecasts will vary from authority to authority based on local circumstances.  There is not a single standard process as authorities will use their local knowledge of the area when determining the most accurate methodology to use.  

The information contained in the LA pupil forecast file covers data received from all local authorities in England as part of the School Capacity Collection 2012.

Local authorities are required to provide pupil forecasts (5 years ahead at primary level and 7 years ahead at secondary level) by year group from Reception to year 13.  Where a local authority consists of more than one district (non-unitary), the pupil forecasts are shown at district level by year group. 
Data in the LA pupil forecast file excludes pupils who will be provided for in a new school (or new places in an existing school) funded through s106 agreements.  

File format 

Rows in the LA pupil forecast file are identified as each LA or district within an LA. 

Coverage

LA pupil forecasts include pupils attending and expected to attend: -  
Community

Voluntary aided

Voluntary controlled

Foundation

Academies

City Technology Colleges

Free Schools

University Technology Colleges

Studio Schools

Pupils attending or expected to attend the following school types are not included:

Nursery schools

Special schools

Pupil Referral Units

Independent schools

Abbreviations and definitions

	Abbreviation
	Definition

	LA
	Local Authority


Field Listing – school level files

	Field name
	Issue / description

	LA Number
	Three digit local authority number

	LA Name
	Local authority name

	District Code
	Four digit local authority or district code

	District name
	Local authority name for unitary LAs or name of district within a non-unitary LA 

	Actual 2011/12
	Actual number of pupils on roll in year group as at January 2012

	Forecast years
	Number of pupils attending or expected to attend community, voluntary aided, voluntary controlled, foundation, academies, Free Schools, UTCs, Studio Schools and CTCs by year group in each forecasted academic year


Important Notes

· The LA and district level forecasts contained in the LA pupil forecast file are as submitted for the School Capacity Collection 2012.  The year group forecasts contained in the file will aggregate to the LA wide primary and secondary pupil forecasts published in the Statistical Release on 13th February.  
