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Introduction

The Construction Price and Cost Indices (PCIs) were assessed by UK Statistics Authority for compliance with the Code of Practice for Official Statistics, and Assessment Report 95 was published in February 2011. Requirement 7 was to ‘Determine whether there is a risk of disclosure of confidential information and devise suitable methods of statistical disclosure control if necessary’.

Long standing procedures are in place to prevent disclosure of confidential pricing information but no review or check of the efficacy of these procedures had been made. This report summarises the results from such a review and the actions taken.

Tests

Each index series was reviewed against the ONS disclosure rules as provided by BIS (Appendix A). 
These rules are written in the context of volume statistics and so some interpretation has been required to apply them to the BIS PCIs. For example, test 2 has been interpreted as ‘Is there a transformation which incorporates other data’.

There are 97 different quarterly index series with an additional 22 annual versions of the quarterly series. The annual series were not reviewed for disclosure on the basis that if the quarterly series passed then the annual series must also pass.

Groups of indices share common characteristics and were reviewed as a group.
The rules were not applied to series that are a weighted combination of other series on that basis that they must comply if the input series are non-disclosive.

Results

	Index Series Group
	Based on a weighted combination of other series
	Disclosure test 1
	Disclosure test 2
	Disclosure test 3
	Disclosure test 4

	
	
	Number of non-zero RUs per quarter
	Is there sampling?
	Is the largest RU value greater than 91% of the grossed total for the question?
	Is the largest RU value less than 47% of the grossed total for the question?

	BIS Output Price Index for Direct Labour
	Yes
	
	
	
	

	BIS Output Price Index for New Construction
	Yes
	
	
	
	

	BIS Output Price Index for Repair and Maintenance
	Yes
	
	
	
	

	BIS Output Price Index for Repair and Maintenance (2010): Private Housing
	No
	Between 174 and 645, median 540
	n/a
	No
	Yes

	BIS Output Price Index for Repair and Maintenance (2010): Public Housing
	No
	Between 18 and 92, currently flat at 18
	n/a
	No
	Yes

	BIS Output Price Index for Repair and Maintenance (2010): Public/Private Non-Housing
	No
	Between 5 and 28, currently flat at 5
	n/a
	No
	Yes

	BIS ALLCON All Construction TPI
	Yes
	
	
	
	

	BIS PUBSEC Tender Price Index of Public Sector Building Non-Housing
	No
	Between 4 and 121, but never less than 4 on first publication
	n/a
	No
	Yes

	BIS PUBSEC Function Study
	No
	Between 4 and 464
	n/a
	No
	Yes

	BIS PUBSEC Location Study
	No
	Between 8 and 251
	n/a
	No
	Yes

	BIS ROADCON  Tender Price Index of Road Construction
	No
	Between 1 and 50
	Yes
	No
	Yes

	BIS ROADCON Location Study
	No
	Between 1 and 135 (but none below 4 since Feb 1988). Currently not published when sample falls below 4.
	n/a
	No
	Yes

	BIS ROADCON Road Type Study
	No
	Between 1 and 381. (Policy is to only publish when sample reaches 4, but recent quarters were published in error).
	Yes
	No
	Yes

	BIS ROADCON Value Study
	No
	Values derived from regression model
	Yes
	No
	Yes

	BIS TPISH  Tender Price Index of Social Housebuilding: Derived Rehab
	No
	Between 4 and 150. Only published when sample reaches 4
	n/a
	No
	Yes

	BIS TPISH  Tender Price Index of Social Housebuilding: New Build
	No
	Between 4 and 189. Only published when sample reaches 4
	n/a
	No
	Yes

	BIS TPISH Location Study
	No
	Between 7 and 365. Only published when sample reaches 4
	n/a
	No
	Yes

	BIS Resource Cost Indices
	Yes
	
	
	
	


During the review, it was discovered that the rule that restricts publication of the BIS ROADCON Road Type Study series when the sample falls below four had not been applied since the index for 4Q2009. This only affected the series for Motorway widening and will be rectified with the next publication. However, in practice the transformations applied between the raw project indices and the published series would make it effectively impossible to work back to the price level of a specific project. The test was applied in accordance with the publication rules for the series.
According to the ONS Disclosure Rules, a statistic is non-disclosive if, inter alia, the answer to question 4 is yes. All series therefore pass the disclosure test.

Conclusion

The BIS Price and Cost Indices do not disclose confidential information. Procedures are in place and have recently been strengthened, which prevent such disclosure.
Appendix A – ONS Disclosure Rules
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