Revisions Policy for BIS ‘Monthly Statistics of Build Materials and Components’ 
BIS publishes Monthly Statistics of Building Materials and Components covering the statistics on a range of selected building materials. This document sets out a revisions policy made by the Construction Market Intelligence (CMI) Branch to revise or correct the publication in accordance with the UK Statistics Authority’s Code of Practice for Official Statistics
. 
It is CMI’s policy to be open and transparent with users about the reasons for revisions and how they are handled. CMI will pre-announce revisions where practicable. 
There are three main reasons that will cause revisions to the publication. 
· Receipt of more data
· Methodology changes 
· Corrections 

Receipt of more data

Revisions will occur when CMI receive more accurate information or complete data for a reference period following more detailed validation of source data as planned. Some of building material data series are subject to scheduled revisions. They are initially published as provisional, and will be clearly marked by a ‘(P)’ marker next to each provisional figure. 
At a later scheduled date, the provisional statistics will be finalised and the ‘(P)’ markers will be removed.  The table below provides a revision schedule for the data series subject to scheduled revisions. Data series not included in the following schedule don’t contain provisional data. 
                                   Building material statistics revision schedule 

	Data series 
	Revision timing after the publication of provisional information 

	Table 1: Construction Material Price Indices
	Three months 

	Tables 2 and 3: Price Indices of Construction Materials
	Usually two months 

The latest 5 months data are subject to revisions

	Table 4: Sales of Sand and Gravel in Great Britain
	One month 

	Table 9: Bricks – Production, Deliveries and Stocks
	One month 

	Table 11: Concrete Blocks – Production, Deliveries and Stocks
	Up to 3 months 
Data are finalised at the end of each reference quarter 

	Table 14 and 15: Value of Overseas Trade in Selected Materials and Components for Constructional Use
	Up to 5 quarters 


Revisions can also be unscheduled, for example, unexpected subsequent receipt of information from data suppliers or an administrative system.  In this case, figures will be revised and marked with an (R). 
Methodology change  
Building material statistics are derived from surveys and administrative data sources. Changes to underlying data collection methodology will cause revisions. These include changes in statistical methods, definitions, classification and geographic coverage. 
CMI will, where possible, consult with users when major methodology changes are planned, and consider the options for maintaining a consistent time-series, including any revisions to previously published time-series. Revised data will be accompanied with an (R) and footnotes explaining changes made to the revised data. 
Corrections 
Although CMI have robust procedures in place to minimise errors in the statistical systems and processes, errors may occasionally occur. If errors are found in the published statistics, corrections will be promptly made together with a correction notice to alert users. Corrections will normally be shown by the addition of an (R) next to figures that have been corrected.
Queries

For enquiries regarding this revisions policy, please use contact details below:

E-mail : materialstats@bis.gsi.gov.uk

Tel: 020 – 72151555

Construction Market Intelligence  

� The Official Statistics Code of Practice can be accessed at:


� HYPERLINK "http://www.statisticsauthority.gov.uk/assessment/code-of-practice/index.html" ��http://www.statisticsauthority.gov.uk/assessment/code-of-practice/index.html�








