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	The Department of Energy and Climate Change’s

Wetland Biomass to Bioenergy Competition

Application form

Closing Date : 14 November 2012



Contact for enquiries 

The contact for enquiries is:

Megan Cooper, Department of Energy and Climate Change

Tel: 0300 068 6298
Email: megan.cooper@decc.gsi.gov.uk 

Possible disclosure of information provided in response to this competition

The Freedom of Information Act 2000 (“FOIA”) and the Environmental Information Regulations 2004 (“EIR”) apply to the Department.  You should be aware of the Department’s obligations and responsibilities under FOIA or EIR to disclose, on written request, recorded information held by the Department.  Information provided in connection with this procurement exercise, or with any contract that may be awarded as a result of this exercise, may therefore have to be disclosed by the Department in response to such a request, unless the Department decides that one of the statutory exemptions under the FOIA or the exceptions in the EIR applies.  If you wish to designate information supplied as part of this response as confidential, of if you believe that its disclosure would be prejudicial to any person’s commercial interests, you must provide clear and specific detail as to the precise information involved and explain (in broad terms) what harm may result from disclosure if a request is received, and the time period applicable to that sensitivity.  Such designation alone may not prevent disclosure if in the Department’s reasonable opinion publication is required by applicable legislation or Government policy or where disclosure is required by the Information Commissioner or the First-tier Tribunal (Information Rights).

Additionally, the Government’s transparency agenda requires that tender documents (including ITTs such as this) are published on a designated, publicly searchable web site.  The same applies to other tender documents issued by the Department (including the original advertisement and the pre-qualification questionnaire (if used)), and any contract entered into by the Department with its preferred supplier once the procurement is complete.  By submitting a tender you agree that your participation in this procurement may be made public.  The answers you give in this response will not be published on the transparency web site (but may fall to be disclosed under FOIA or EIR (see above)).  Where tender documents issued by the Department or contracts with its suppliers fall to be disclosed the Department will redact them as it thinks necessary, having regard (inter alia) to the exemptions/exceptions in the FOIA or EIR.

DECC is also subject to the Data Protection Act 1998. Personal data held and processed by DECC will be managed in accordance with this Act.
Application
Applicants are urged to read the Competition Guidance Notes carefully before completing this form and are asked to ensure that they provide sufficient information to demonstrate compliance with the Eligibility Criteria and the Evaluation Criteria.

Applicants are encouraged to write self-contained responses, using the guidance provided​ to limit the size of the application. Applicants may annex additional material if it is relevant to the evaluation criteria and materially strengthens the application. Applicants are requested to maintain the structure of the application form. 
Applications should detail plans across all 3 phases of the competition. 
Summary Information
	Summary Information
	(not assessed)

	Project Title
	

	Contract Duration
	

	Total Contract Cost (£)
	

	Proposed Start Date
	

	Company Details:

	Registered Company Name
	

	Registered Company Address
	

	Company Registration Number
	

	VAT Registration Number
	

	Company Website
	

	Contact Details:

	Name
	

	Position
	

	Organisation
	

	Address
	

	Telephone
	

	Mobile
	

	Fax
	

	email
	


Eligibility Section

This section is divided into 5 sub sections that are required by DECC in order to determine whether the applicant is eligible for funding and whether the proposal is within scope and can be taken forward to full evaluation.
1. Grounds for mandatory rejection
In some circumstances the Department is required by law to exclude you from participating further in a procurement.  If you cannot answer ‘no’ to every question in this section it is very unlikely that your application will be accepted, and you should contact us for advice before completing this form.

Please state ‘Yes’ or ‘No’ to each question.

	Has your organisation or any directors or partner or any other person who has powers of representation, decision or control been convicted of any of the following offences?

	(a) conspiracy within the meaning of section 1 or 1A of the Criminal Law Act 1977 or article 9 or 9A of the Criminal Attempts and Conspiracy (Northern Ireland) Order 1983 where that conspiracy relates to participation in a criminal organisation as defined in  Article 2 of Council Framework Decision 2008/841/JHA; 
	

	(b) corruption within the meaning of section 1(2) of the Public Bodies Corrupt Practices Act 1889 or section 1 of the Prevention of Corruption Act 1906; where the offence relates to active corruption;
	

	(c)       the offence of bribery, where the offence relates to active corruption;
	

	(ca)     bribery within the meaning of section 1 or 6 of the Bribery Act 2010;
	

	d)      fraud, where the offence relates to fraud affecting the European Communities’ financial interests as defined by Article 1 of the Convention on the protection of the financial interests of the European Communities, within the meaning of:
	

	(i) the offence of cheating the Revenue;
	

	(ii) the offence of conspiracy to defraud;
	

	(iii) fraud or theft within the meaning of the Theft Act 1968, the Theft Act (Northern Ireland) 1969, the Theft Act 1978 or the Theft (Northern Ireland) Order 1978;


	

	(iv) fraudulent trading within the meaning of section 458 of the Companies Act 1985, article 451 of the Companies (Northern Ireland) Order 1986 or section 993 of the Companies Act 2006; 


	

	(v) fraudulent evasion within the meaning of section 170 of the Customs and Excise Management Act 1979  or section 72 of the Value Added Tax Act 1994;
	

	(vi) an offence in connection with taxation in the European Union within the meaning of section 71 of the Criminal Justice Act 1993; 
	

	(vii) destroying, defacing or concealing of documents or procuring the execution of a valuable security within the meaning of section 20 of the Theft Act 1968 or section 19 of the Theft Act (Northern Ireland) 1969; 
	

	(viii) fraud within the meaning of section 2, 3 or 4 of the Fraud Act 2006; or
	

	(ix) making, adapting, supplying or offering to supply articles for use in frauds within the meaning of section 7 of the Fraud Act 2006;
	

	(e)     money laundering within the meaning of  section 340(11) of the Proceeds of Crime Act 2002;
	

	(ea)
an offence in connection with the proceeds of criminal conduct within the meaning of section 93A, 93B or 93C of the Criminal Justice Act 1988 or article 45, 46 or 47 of the Proceeds of Crime (Northern Ireland) Order 1996; or
	

	(eb)
an offence in connection with the proceeds of drug trafficking within the meaning of section 49, 50 or 51 of the Drug Trafficking Act 1994; or


	

	(f) any other offence within the meaning of Article 45(1) of Directive 2004/18/EC as defined by the national law of any relevant State.
	


2. Grounds for discretionary rejection 
The Department is entitled to exclude you from consideration if any of the following apply but may decide to allow you to proceed further. If you cannot answer ‘no’ to every question it is possible that your application might not be accepted. In the event that any of the following do apply, please set out (in a separate Annex) full details of the relevant incident and any remedial action taken subsequently.  The information provided will be taken into account by the Department in considering whether or not you will be able to proceed any further in respect of this procurement exercise.  

The Department is also entitled to exclude you in the event you are guilty of serious misrepresentation in providing any information referred to within regulation 23, 24, 25, 26 or 27 of the Public Contracts Regulations 2006 or you fail to provide any such information requested by us.

Please state ‘Yes’ or ‘No’ to each question.

	Is any of the following true of your organisation?
	

	(a)  being an individual is a person in respect of whom a debt relief order has been made or is bankrupt or has had a receiving order or administration order or bankruptcy restrictions order or a debt relief restrictions order made against him or has made any composition or arrangement with or for the benefit of his creditors or has made any conveyance or assignment for the benefit of his creditors or appears unable to pay, or to have no reasonable prospect of being able to pay, a debt within the meaning of section 268 of the Insolvency Act 1986, or article 242 of the Insolvency (Northern Ireland) Order 1989, or in Scotland has granted a trust deed for creditors or become otherwise apparently insolvent, or is the subject of a petition presented for sequestration of his estate, or is the subject of any similar procedure under the law of any other state;
	

	(b) being a partnership constituted under Scots law,
has granted a trust deed or become otherwise apparently insolvent, or is the subject of a petition presented for sequestration of its estate; or
	

	(c) being a company or any other entity within the meaning of section 255 of the Enterprise Act 2002
has passed a resolution or is the subject of an order by the court for the company’s winding up otherwise than for the purpose of bona fide reconstruction or amalgamation, or had a receiver, manager or administrator on behalf of a creditor appointed in respect of the company’s business or any part thereof or is the subject of similar procedures under the law of any other state?

	

	Has your organisation
	

	(a) been convicted of a criminal offence relating to the conduct of your business or profession;
	

	(b)  committed an act of grave misconduct in the course of your business or profession;
	

	(c) failed to fulfil obligations relating to the payment of social security contributions under the law of any part of the United Kingdom or of the relevant State in which you are established; or
	

	(d) failed to fulfil obligations relating to the payment of taxes under the law of any part of the United Kingdom or of the relevant State in which you are established?
	


3. Economic and Financial Standing 

Potential Supplier’s responses to this section will be used to undertake an assessment of your organisation’s economic and financial standing. You will be contacted by the Department if this assessment identifies that a parent or other type of guarantee is required.
	Financial Information 

	1.1 
	Please indicate which one of the following you would be willing to provide:-

(please indicate which one by ticking the relevant box)

	
	A copy of your audited accounts for the most recent two years 
	

	
	A statement of your turnover, profit & loss account and cash flow for the most recent year of trading
	

	
	A statement of your cash flow forecast for the current year and a bank letter outlining the current cash and credit position
	

	
	Alternative means of demonstrating financial status if trading for less than a year
	

	
	
	
	
	


4. Project Summary

	Project Summary
	Eligibility check – not weighted.

	Referring to the guidance document, please provide a brief summary of your proposed solution, clearly demonstrating that the proposal is in scope, and the key outputs of the project. 

Assessors are required to indicate that the proposal is in scope and provides value for money prior to undertaking a full evaluation. If your proposal is not in scope it will not be taken forward for evaluation.

Please limit your response to 200 words - there is space to provide detailed project information later in the application.

	


5. Financial Details

	Financial details 
	Eligibility check – not weighted

	Costs should calculated on a fixed priced basis.

Assessors are required to judge the application finances, in terms of value for money i.e. does the proposed cost for effort and deliverables reflect a fair market price. Costs should not include profit and should offer budget savings compared to exclusive development procurement. Please detail this cost saving in the justification section. If the project is deemed not to reflect good value for money the proposal will not undergo full evaluation.
A summary of the project finances should be provided in the table below. In addition, please provide a justification of the costs of the project in the space provided and a detailed cost breakdown as an appendix. The cost breakdown should be divided into the 3 Phases and detail all eligible costs as per the guidance document. 

Please ensure the total cost in the table below matches your detailed cost breakdown and that costs include VAT.

	Unit cost

Quantity

VAT
Total Costs (£)

Labour Costs 

     
     
     
Materials Costs

     
     
     
Capital Equipment Costs

     
     
     
Sub Contract costs

     
     
     
Travel & Subsistence Costs

     
     
     
Indirect Costs (specify)      
     
     
     
Other Costs (specify)      
     
     
     
TOTAL COSTS (Including VAT)

     
     
     


	Costs per Phase:
Please provide a summary of the cost per Phase of the project, referring to the guidance document for requirements at each Phase.

Costs per Phase

£ (k)
VAT
£ (k) incl VAT
Phase 1

Phase 2

Phase 3

TOTAL


	Justification of costs:
Please provide a justification for the costs provided in the tables above, including the level of cost saving offered as a result of the risk-benefit sharing approach to SBRI.


	Day rates:

Please provide details of the day labour rates to be charged for the main personnel who will be delivering the project using the table below. 

	Individual 

Project role

Labour day rate (£)




Evaluation section
	1. Technical Approach / Innovation 
	Weighting – 20%
	

	Please provide a brief description of your proposed technology solution. Your answer will be assessed using a range of factors. For guidance, these will include but not be limited to the following: 

· Clear description of the proposed solution and how it addresses the challenges as set out in the guidance document. 

· Clear description on the particular innovative step(s) being proposed and how this will be integrated into existing technologies. 

· Current and proposed stage of development. Please refer to Technology Readiness Levels (see Annex 1) and provide an indication of current, and proposed TRL.

Please limit your response to 300 words.

	


	2. Project Plan 
	Weighting – 20%
	

	Please detail how you plan to deliver the proposed solution, and the timelines involved. Your answer will be assessed using a range of factors. For guidance, these will include but not be limited to the following: 

· Quality and completeness of project plan

· Identification of key risks and mitigation strategies

· Strength of collaboration across the supply chain and plans for integrating various stages into a system and delivering the required demonstrations

· Timing and appropriateness of key success criteria and milestones

· Resource management plan, including skills, expertise and track record of the team and sub-contractors. Outline CV's for key members may be used as supporting documents but should be included as an appendix and not exceed 2 sides of A4 for each CV.

Please include as an appendix a Gantt chart identifying the major work packages or tasks.

Please limit your response to 800 words.

	


	3. Bioenergy Potential 
	Weighting – 15%
	

	Please indicate how your solution will contribute to the increased supply of sustainable bioenergy. For guidance, your answer should include but not be limited to the following:

· Potential bioenergy feedstock yields from wetland management and other sources of biomass where applicable.

· Predicted bioenergy conversion efficiencies.

Please limit your response to 200 words.

	


	4. Conservation considerations 
	Weighting – 15%
	

	Please indicate how your solution will optimise wetland management in line with conservation limitations and regulations. For guidance, your answer should include but not be limited to the following:

· A feasible method for optimising the wetland harvesting process that is sympathetic to conservation requirements and challenges.

· The main challenges wetland management poses to your technology, and how you will address these. 

· Any perceived opportunities that wetland management provides to your technology solution.

Please limit your response to 200 words.

	


	5. Exploitation plans 
	Weighting – 15%
	

	Please provide detail on how you propose to exploit the technology after the funding period. For guidance, your answer should include but not be limited to the following:

· Avenues for commercial exploitation (including market potential).

· How, and by whom the bioenergy will be used.

· How the system will be used for cost effective conservation by wetland managers.

· Scalability and adaptability to different land types, including networks of remote sites.
Please limit your response to 200 words.

	


	6. Cost Effectiveness 
	Weighting – 15%
	

	This section relates to the cost effectiveness of the final, mature technology. You should consider the cost of energy associated with your technology solution and how this compares to other forms of energy.

Please indicate any opportunities to increase the cost effectiveness of your solution.

Please limit your response to 200 words.

	


Scoring Method 

Each question will be scored from 0 to 5.  The following illustrates the meaning of each score:

	Score
	Description

	0
	Unacceptable:  Proposal does not meet the requirement.  Does not comply and/or little or no evidence to support the response.

	1
	Serious reservations: Proposal significantly fails to meet the requirement with major reservations.

	2
	Minor reservations: Proposal satisfies the requirement with minor reservations.

	3
	Satisfactory: Proposal satisfies the requirement.   

	4
	Above Satisfactory: Proposal satisfies all requirements and exceeds some requirements.  

	5
	Excellent: Proposal meets the requirement and exceeds most of the major requirements. Evidence identifies factors that will offer significant added value and/or innovative solutions. 


Declaration
This declaration should be signed by a senior representative of the Lead Applicant.  Only the single hard copy that will be submitted to DECC needs to be signed; for electronic copies please fill in the name, address and position of the signee but there is no need to include an electronic signature. 
In signing this declaration, the lead applicant confirms that all information contained in the application is up to date and correct to the applicant's best knowledge.

The applicant must inform DECC if the applicant later realises that any of the information is incorrect, becomes out of date or is otherwise misleading. The applicant may not make any changes to their proposal after submitting their application.

I,       signing on behalf of              (Lead applicant) 

Certify that all information in this application form and associated attachments is correct. I will inform DECC if any of the information is incorrect, becomes out-of-date or is otherwise misleading, using the contact details provided in the guidance notes. 

Name, address and position: 

          

© Crown copyright 2011

Department of Energy & Climate Change

3 Whitehall Place

London SW1A 2AW

www.decc.gov.uk
URN 12D/346
(Insert date)





(Insert project name)





(Insert name of lead applicant)
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