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The week:  21 December 2012 to 3 January 2013 
for NHS and social care leaders

Issue: 279

On the agenda

New child abuse alert system for hospitals 
Hospitals will have a new system to help doctors and nurses spot children suffering from abuse and neglect. It will be known as the ‘Child Protection – Information System’ and will enable medical staff in emergency departments or urgent care centres to see if the children they treat are subject to a child protection plan, or are being looked after by the local authority, or have frequently attended their units. 

They will be able to use this information as part of their overall clinical assessment, along with data about where and when children have previously been receiving urgent treatment. This will help them build up a better picture of what is happening in the child’s life so they can alert social services if they think something might be wrong. Work on the system begins in early 2013 and it will start to be introduced to NHS hospitals in 2015.
 
For further information go to: http://www.dh.gov.uk/health/2012/12/abuse-alert-system/

Smoking health harm campaign launched 
A new hard-hitting campaign has been launched by the Department of Health to encourage smokers to quit in 2013. It aims to increase awareness of the health risks of smoking, by highlighting the immediate damage being done by every single cigarette. The health harm message focuses on the fact that every 15 cigarettes smoked cause a mutation that can lead to cancer.

Smokers will be encouraged to collect a free Quit Kit from their local participating pharmacy to help support their quit attempt. Quit Kits are being distributed, free of charge, through participating pharmacies across England. The campaign has gone live with TV, online, billboards and other outdoor advertising, and will run until March 2013.

For further information go to: http://www.dh.gov.uk/health/2012/12/smoking-health-harm/" http://www.dh.gov.uk/health/2012/12/smoking-health-harm/
 
CMO gains medical revalidation 
Chief Medical Officer Dame Sally Davies has received confirmation from the General Medical Council (GMC) that she has been revalidated. Dame Sally is one of the first doctors in the UK to have been revalidated following the implementation of medical revalidation in December 2012. Revalidation is the process by which the GMC will confirm the continuation of a doctor's licence to practise in the UK. Its purpose is to assure patients and the public, employers and other healthcare professionals that licensed doctors are up to date and fit to practise.
Revalidation will normally happen every five years and will apply to all doctors in all settings in the UK, including those working as locums and in the private sector. Doctors will undergo annual appraisals based on the requirements of the GMC’s core guidance Good Medical Practice.
For further information go to:
http://www.dh.gov.uk/health/2012/10/revalidation-starts/
http://www.gmc-uk.org/doctors/revalidation.asp


Policy news
1. Accountable Officer/Director of Finance roles for the financial closedown of PCTs 
2. Royal College of General Practitioners show video on benefits of telehealth
 
Consultations and evaluations
No news this week

Publications
No news this week

Conferences and events

i. what’s new
3. Leading the outcomes framework for patient safety  
4. What the NHS can learn about strategy from leaders of social movements 

ii. places still available
No news this week

Patient safety alerts
Refer to website below

Extra notes
Chief executives are reminded that all communications requiring the attention of NHS and local authority management must include a Gateway reference number. In order to streamline the number of communications issued by the Department, these will continue to be summarised in ‘the week’ every Thursday.

Policy news

1. Accountable Officer/Director of Finance roles for the financial closedown of PCTs 
(Gateway reference number: 18561)
On 19 December 2012 Janet Perry, the NHS Chief Financial Controller, wrote to NHS Commissioning Board local area team directors in their capacities as PCT cluster accountable officers and PCT cluster chief executives in London. This letter confirmed the accountability arrangements for the 2012/13 financial accounts and their role in managing the discharge of balances transferred to the Department in early 2013/14.

Link: http://www.dh.gov.uk/health/2013/01/pct-letter/
Action: NHS chief executives will wish to ensure arrangements are in place to make sure progress towards implementation is sustained.

2. Royal College of General Practitioners show video on benefits of telehealth
(Gateway reference number: 18608)
A new telehealth video featuring both clinicians and individuals, first shown at the Royal College of General Practitioners’ (RCGP) conference 'Making Sense of Commissioning', is now available to view. The short film highlights some of the key reasons why clinicians are recommending telehealth for their patients, and the direct benefits of telehealth for individuals. 

Link: http://3millionlives.co.uk/resources#telehealth_resources
Action: NHS chief executives may wish to view the video.

Consultations and evaluations
No news this week

Publications
No news this week

Conferences and events

i. what’s new
3. Leading the outcomes framework for patient safety
(Gateway reference number: 18613)
There will be an informative event on 30 January 2013 at the London Hilton Metropole, with many subject leads already confirmed including Jane Cummings, Chief Nursing Officer, NHS Commissioning Board, and Dr Mike Durkin, Director Patient Safety, NHS Commissioning Board.

Link: http://maverick.sym-online.com/patientsafety/
Action: NHS chief executives and their colleagues who wish to participate can register at the link above.

4. What the NHS can learn about strategy from leaders of social movements 
(Gateway reference number: 18607)
On 17 January 2013 from 4.00 to 5.00pm Helen Bevan, Chief of Service Transformation at the NHS Institute will explore the important lessons that social movement thinkers can teach us about building power for transformation through different levers for change, and new and additional leadership capabilities.

Link: https://nhs.webex.com/mw0306ld/mywebex/default.do?siteurl=nhs&service=6
Action: NHS chief executives and colleagues can register for the free web seminar at the link above. 

ii. places still available
No news this week

Patient safety alerts
The Medicines and Healthcare products Regulatory Agency (MHRA) has sent the NHS the latest medical device alerts in the link below. NHS Trusts are expected to take the specified action by the date given.

Link: www.mhra.gov.uk/Publications/Safetywarnings/MedicalDeviceAlerts/index.htm

Need help?

Change in contact details
Please email contact_details@dh.gsi.gov.uk to update your contact details. Make the email subject 'the week' and include your name, job title, organisation, telephone number and date of change.

Technical difficulties
If you have trouble opening the attachment or accessing links, please visit 
www.dh.gov.uk/health/contact-dh/

General comments
If you would like to comment on 'the week', please email theweek@dh.gsi.gov.uk or write to NHS Staff Comms Team, Department of Health, Room 444, Richmond House, 79 Whitehall, London, SW1A 2NS.

Unless otherwise stated, guidance referred to in the bulletin has not been commissioned or endorsed by the Department of Health – it is evidence that organisations and professionals may find helpful in improving practice. The National Institute for Health and Clinical Excellence is the Department's provider of accredited evidence and guidance, which can be found on the Institute's website at www.nice.org.uk  

Sir David Nicholson's role as NHS Chief Executive transfers completely to the NHS Commissioning Board in April 2013. Sir David would still like to communicate with you in his new role and we are therefore asking if you are happy for your email address to be shared with the NHS Commissioning Board. If you do not want your email address shared, please email the theweek@dh.gsi.gov.uk


