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Activity DataBase 2012
Getting Started Guide

Welcome to the Getting Started Guide for Activity Database.  This guide refers to version 2012.   
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About Activity DataBase 

Activity DataBase is a briefing and design system that has been developed to assist in the construction, briefing, design and alteration of healthcare environments and facilities.  It is based on current health building guidance.  

Activity DataBase 2012 is a major software upgrade with new features outlined below:-

· A new XML based licensing and configuration system for improved Local Area Network (LAN) and 64 bit support;
· Wide Area Network licensing (Enterprise version only)
· Simplified SQL Server setup using centralised project creation;
· Crystal Reports template editor with facilities for custom logos, headers, font etc.;
· Support for Autocad 2010/11 and 12 64 bit. This requires SQL Server.

This version is compatible with 32- and 64-bit versions of Windows XP SP2/3 and Windows 7.
Activity DataBase includes Reference Projects, which contain information generated from all current Department of Health guidance and are available for download. For details please contact your support organisation. The Activity DataBase AutoCAD customisation provides an extensive library of components (both 2-D and 3-D), assemblies and room layouts.  In addition AutoCAD can be used to update the database directly from loaded room drawings.   C-Sheets (room layouts with plans, elevations, 3D views and schedules) can be generated automatically from the database.
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Example of C-Sheet

A graphical editing system, which works directly with the database, is included with

the package, which can be used to view and edit room layouts.

The data is structured hierarchically with coded entities and is constructed as follows:
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Projects
A project is a collection of departments.  Bespoke projects can be created by copying and modifying data from the Activity DataBase Reference Project.   Each project is a self-contained MS Access or SQL Server database that includes text and graphical data.   Edits made in one project will not affect any other project or the Reference Project.

Departments
A department is a schedule of rooms that, typically, may relate to a particular specialty, for example Maternity or Out-patients.   A department may be copied from the Activity DataBase Reference Project, or simply created using specific rooms to meet specialist requirements.

Rooms
A room is an individual activity space within a building, and usually forms part of a department.   Activity DataBase is a room-based system.  A datasheet for each room provides information on:

· activities, planning relationships, recommended area and personnel

· environmental data detailing temperatures, lighting, air filtration and noise levels

· design character data including finishes and door-set data

· a list of equipment

· a graphical room layout.

Examples of room data sheet reports:
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Room layout graphic
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3D Layout generated by the ADB 3D DWF Export Add-on
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Assemblies
An assembly is a group of related components associated with a specific activity, such as clinical hand washing.
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Hand wash basin, trap, taps etc.



Components
Components are individual items of equipment, furniture or fittings that may be grouped into assemblies.

Activities
An activity is a clinical or non-clinical procedure that takes place in specific or defined rooms or departments.

Further assistance

For further help, please refer to the Activity Database 2012 release notes. 
Using Activity DataBase
Starting Activity DataBase 2012
The Activity 2012 series is based on Windows XP Explorer.   The screen is divided into four areas:  the menu bar, the grid/list display area, the toolbar, the task bar.    

On running Activity DataBase from the Programs selection of the Start menu, a prompt will appear to enter a user name and password.   The default user name is manager and the default password is adb (both are case-sensitive).   This may be changed if required using the User Management facility.   A valid name and password combination must be entered, followed by clicking the OK button to start Activity DataBase.  
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Once the program has started a list of servers is displayed as in the above illustration.

To see the list of databases for the server, double click anywhere in the grid row.  

Registering the Reference Project

ADB reference projects are updated on a regular basis. The projects are no longer included on the CD but can be downloaded from sources specified in the Activity Database 2012 Release Notes. The project files should be copied from the CD to the local machine or network. For a standalone installation this will typically be C:\ADB\Projects. For networked installations this can be a location on a server to which every ADB user has full read/write access. Please note that while reference project file names may vary, the procedure for registration is the same.
If this is the first time that Activity DataBase has been started, the Reference Project/s will need to be “registered” within the software by creating a link before Activity DataBase can be used.  To do this, select Register Project on the Project Tasks list.   
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This will display the Register Existing ADB Project Form.   For the Microsoft Access installation, select the link project database, as illustrated.   
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A window of all available projects will be displayed.   Select with a single mouse click the ADB2011a.mdb file, and click on Open, which will display a screen showing the path to the database.   
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Click on Register.   A message indicating that the project has been successfully registered will be displayed and the project.   Click on Close to see the entry in the project list. 

It is suggested that users now proceed to the Activity 2012 Tutorial and skip the more advanced features described below.

Activity DataBase Licence Check Out /Check-In
Summary
This section describes how Activity DataBase licences may be redistributed within a local area network (LAN) configuration, to allow it to work whilst temporarily disconnected from the network.

In a normal networked Activity DataBase installation, all licence management, user-authentication and project registration is done centrally, as shown in the diagram below.  (For more detailed information on topologies, please refer to Section 2 above).
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This example assumes that the installation above has been licensed to run three concurrent users.

Detaching from the Network – “Checking-Out”

A common scenario is that, from time-to-time, one or more of the clients from the network need to work without network connectivity.  This requires the following:

· Decrease the licence count on the network by one.

· Authorise a single user on the client computer.

· Configure the client to use local licensing.

This process is referred to as “Checking-Out” a licence.  The Activity DataBase Check-In/Check-Out program senses the current configuration; if the computer is currently configured to use the network, then only the check-out option will be enabled.

Please note the user must have power user status to use this facility.
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The check-out process requires no additional information from the user, since all of this can be retrieved from the configuration databases.  Selecting Next will complete the process.
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After checking-out a licence, the topology is as shown below:
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It is important to note that the check-out process does not copy project databases to the client computer.  You may copy databases from the server to the client, and register them on the client.  You will then be able to modify these projects whilst disconnected from the network.

Network users should not make changes to any projects that will be modified by the detached client.

Re-Attaching to the Network – “Checking-In”

After a period of working detached from the network, it may be required to re-attach the client to the network.  This requires the following:

· Remove the licence from the client.

· Increase the licence count on the network by one.

· Configure the client to use network licensing.

This process is referred to as “Checking-In” a licence.  The Check-In/Check-Out program senses the current configuration; if the computer is currently configured to use local licensing, then only the check-in option will be enabled.
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When checking-in a licence, the Check-In/Check-Out program needs to know where the controller configuration databases are located on the network.  (For more information on network configuration, please refer to Section 2 above).
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Note, the use of UNC network resource naming conventions used to specify the controller location.

Once this location has been selected, the program has enough information to complete the check-in process.
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The check-in process does not copy any project databases from the client computer to the network.  If you have created any new projects these must be copied to the server and registered.  Any projects that you have modified must also be copied to the server.

Managing Users

Managing Users is a tool to add and edit user names, passwords, functions (e.g. Manager, database Creator), and project access.  This facility is available to Managers only.
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Select Manage Users to access the screen below. To create a new user click the appropriate link below.
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Enter the username, the user’s full name and password.
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Select the Groups tab followed by the groups the user belongs to.  Select CREATORS allow the user to create databases, MANAGERS to allow the user to create/edit users and create databases. SVRMGR allows the user to add and edit server information.
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Select the Project and click Change Permissions
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To change the information for the user click Edit a user’s details
Tools

The Tools menu on ADB has been extended to include external Add-on applications which were formally available as stand-alone applications in previous versions. These currently include a Global update and a project merge facility.
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Selecting Global Updates will display:
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Select the project with which you wish to work and select either the Delete, Replace or Update Revision Date tab. For example to delete all occurrences of a single component within a project select Component as the entity type to be deleted, enter the code of the component and click [image: image36.png]


. Please note the warning message displayed at the top of the form as these updates cannot be undone. Also, global deletes do not reflect in audit reporting.

Selecting Project Merge will display:
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The normal Activity DataBase copying facilities drag and drop, insert etc. obey the rule of never overwriting if the entity already exists in the target project. The Project Merge Facility allows overwriting of complete entities or parts of entities in the target project.

For example merging with the Environmental Data option checked will overwrite the Environmental Data for Rooms in the Target Project with that from the Rooms in the Source Project, all other data for the Rooms remains unchanged. Setting the structure option will merge the child entities i.e. Rooms for Departments, Assemblies and Components for Rooms and Assemblies. Merging Components with the Graphics option checked will overwrite the 2D and 3D Component graphics.

Any items which exist in the source but not the target will be copied completely regardless of the check box settings.

Static Data Manager

Static Data Manager allows the creation and maintenance of the hierarchical data categorisation/class system used for filtering and reports and is mainly used by Department of Health Staff.
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Selecting this option displays a single form as shown below.
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Select the reference data type and a row in the grid, edit the data as required and click Save Changes.
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