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In challenging times, stimulating growth is a key priority. This is important right across the country, particularly in less affluent areas.  

That’s why the Government is focused on empowering local communities to help make this happen, and is putting local councils,  

organisations, and businesses in charge of economic growth.  It is also providing them with appropriate funds to bring new businesses 

and jobs to their areas.  Experience shows that local organisations work well together to focus on what’s right for their localities. They 

support local communities in developing economic strategies and improved local environments to make areas more attractive to business 

and visitors. One of the biggest sources of funding for local economies is the European Regional Development Fund (ERDF). Since 

2007, England has benefited from more than €3.3 billion of ERDF funding for  projects around the country. 

As a key funding stream from the European Union, the  
Programme has three main objectives: 
• To achieve a significant increase in the productivity of  

businesses in the West Midlands 

• To reduce unemployment and inequalities 

• To ensure that the West Midlands economic growth is 
achieved in a sustainable Manner. 

To achieve these objectives funding is awarded to projects that 
focus on innovation, research and development, enterprise and 
sustainable urban development. 

The impact that ERDF funding has had is impressive. As  
a result of the funding awarded to date: 
• 17,327 jobs will be created 

• 10,755 jobs will be safeguarded 

• 4,409 new businesses will be created 

• 13,559 existing businesses will be helped  

In 2007 the West Midlands was awarded €400 million through the current ERDF Programme and since this time has been  
demonstrating just how important it is to the businesses, people and overall regeneration of the West Midlands. 

West Midlands ERDF Programme 2007 to 2013 
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 Priority one: Promoting innovation and research and development 

SPEED Plus 

Over £2 million of ERDF funding has been awarded to SPEED Plus 
to provide support to business entrepreneurs emerging from West 
Midlands universities to get a new business venture off the ground.  

Following on from the successful SPEED WM Programme, this latest 
phase of the project will provide 600 graduates and students the  
opportunity to access tailored advice and support focussed on taking 
forward new creative entrepreneurial business ideas, helping to  
retain graduates and their valuable skills within the local area. 

Tamara Joseph is one local graduate to 
have received support to get her fashion 
business off the ground.  

SPEED WM which was  
originally launched in 2009 has 
proved to be a valuable support 
service, helping 562 graduates 
and students explore and take  
forward enterprise ideas over 
the last 3 years.   

Since receiving support Tamara 
has gone onto win several  
awards in the world of fashion  
including the Independent  
Designer of the Year Award at 
the 2012 Midlands Fashion  
Designer Awards. 

This is a true partner  

collaboration initiative,  
supported and delivered by five 
local Universities 

European Bioenergy Research Institute (EBRI) 

Focussed on the industry of  
bioenergy and promoting the 
use of low carbon energy and 
waste recycling, the European  
Bioenergy Research Institute at 
Aston University is helping to 
lead innovative work in this 
field. 

Supported by £8.2 million 
ERDF, the Institute delivers 
world-class research into all  
aspects of bioenergy and acts 
as a focal point for local  
business support, technology 
transfer and growth  
opportunities.  

At the Institute, demonstrator 
facilities are available for  
businesses to use who work or 
could work within this field,  

 

together with expert advice  
aimed at helping to create a  
bioenergy supply chain in the 
West Midlands.  

One of the major areas of work 
is the development of an  
innovative bioenergy solution – 
Pyroformer - unique in its use of 
multiple waste feedstocks to 
generate cost-effective heat and 
power. The process is emission 
free and following  
significant R&D investment the 
technology is now ‘near market’. 
Following many tests in the 
laboratory, ERDF funding is 
helping to construct an  
industrial scale demonstrator 
moving the technology one step 
nearer to becoming a viable  
energy source. 

Pyroformer  testing facilities 

4 
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 Priority one: Promoting innovation and research and development 

Manufacturing businesses in the West Midlands have the chance to test new 
product prototypes and innovative ideas using virtual simulation technology 
available through the £2.6 million ERDF supported CASiM2 project.  

The innovative technology on offer at the University of Birmingham and the 
Manufacturing Technology Centre in Coventry will help businesses save time 
and money with costly repeat experiments testing new ideas. The project will 
help to raise awareness of the new technology and the benefits, followed by a 
demonstration of its capabilities at these centres of expertise.  

The programme recognises the fundamental role that small and medium  
enterprises will play in reinvigorating the UK manufacturing sector and over the 
next few years will help accelerate the delivery of high value manufacturing 
products and processes through the use of advanced simulation methods to 
underpin this future growth. 

CASiM2 

CASiM2 brings together public and private sector organisations 
providing businesses access not only to the technology, but also 
to valuable market credibility through the participation of leading 
companies, Airbus and Rolls-Royce. 

With the help of just under £1.5 million of 
ERDF, one hundred manufacturing and  
environmental businesses in the West  
Midlands are being given a helping hand to 
go green with the help of the Sustainable 
Retrofit and Smart Grids project. 

Providing a master class into environmental 
installation with the transformation of 250 
houses and building on the West Midlands 
strong presence in this field, the project will 
demonstrate the profitable business  
opportunities that using these innovative 

technologies bring. 

The refurbished houses, located in the 
Black Country, will show a range of new 
techniques and products in action from the 
building and installation world offering real 
opportunities for businesses to explore and 
adopt encouraging growth and increasing 
profits. A series of events and open days 
will also be held for businesses to gain  
practical advice from experts in how to 
make this switch work for them. 

Through this ambitious and exciting  
initiative, businesses will receive help  
allowing them to get involved in the  
Government’s ‘Green Deal’ scheme 
launched in 2010 which is set to  
evolutionise the energy efficiency of  
British properties. 

Sustainable Retrofit and Smart Grids 
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 Priority one: Promoting innovation and research and development 

BECCI - Built Environment Climate Change Innovations  

Over the next three years the million pound project BECCI will help 
West Midlands house building companies benefit from green  
technology by exploring and learning about new energy efficiency 
techniques and products. 

Local ambitious businesses can access support which demonstrates 
new techniques and products that can be applied in the housing  
market to improve energy performance and reduce costs and carbon 
emissions. Specialist help is also on offer to look into potential new 
business opportunities that are available to companies that can offer 
innovative products in this field.  

Delivered by the University of Wolverhampton and supported by just 
over half a million pounds of ERDF funding, BECCI will support  
businesses to expand and break into developing markets which will 
help boost profits and improve the local economy. 

Entrepreneurs for the Future (e4f) 

The highly successful Entrepreneurs for the Future programme is a 
unique programme offering office space, funding, expert advice and 
mentoring to the next generation of technology entrepreneurs  
looking to get a successful businesses idea off the ground. 

Based at Birmingham Science Park Aston, in 2010 £450,000 of 
ERDF funding was awarded to provide vital business support. Since 
its launch the project has provided support to 68 local  
businesses. 

wallFour received help for its latest interactive game called Renga. 
Described as a breakthrough in big-screen interaction, Renga is a 
gaming experience shared by 100 players wielding laser-pointers at 
a cinema theatre-size screen. Renga has already featured at  
numerous North American film festivals during 2012, with bigger 
plans in the pipeline for 2013. 

Proclaimed as ‘one of the most exciting start-ups of the year’  
during 2012 by leading technology media experts, the Droplet 
app lets people load money onto their iPhones and send  
payments to anyone - including participating retailers - for free 
and with no fees incurred. With over 1,000 active users in the city 
and 100 merchants signed up so far, things are looking promising 
for this innovative business venture. 

Droplet is another local business to have received support to help launch 
the Birmingham trial of their new mobile money app.  

6 
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 Priority one: Promoting innovation and research and development 

International Institute for Products and Services 

Over £6 million of funding has helped create the International  
Institute for Product and Service Innovation (IIPSI) - a dedicated 
facility set up to support local businesses access world-leading 
technology to develop leading innovative products and services. 

Based at the University of Warwick, IIPSI brings together the 
worlds of cutting-edge academic research and industry providing 
businesses access to the very latest in product and service  
design technology and expert advice. Through the support  
businesses are helped to explore the benefits and the practical 
implementation of the new capabilities into their businesses,  
leading to the creation and testing of market-leading products and 
services.  

Barkley Plastics, based in  
Birmingham, has been 
working successfully with 
the team to help explore 
new product ideas and 
diversify into new markets. 
The company has used 
optical microscopy to  
characterise its patented 
in mould welding process 
and used Additive Layer Manufacturing facilities to create  
prototypes for a revolutionary finger held razor and new medical 
devices.  

The Digital Heritage Demonstrator is a unique project to help  
businesses bring the West Midland’s cultural heritage to life through 
the use of new and exciting digital interactive technologies at the 
University of Birmingham, to attract new business deals and  
increase profits. 

Supported by £1.2 million of ERDF, the project offers a host of the 
latest digital tools - from 3D multi-touch technologies and testing  
facilities to mobile tablets - which businesses can use to create  
digital ways to explore museum collections, enjoy art and culture or 
to learn about the heritage of West Midlands.  

Since starting in September 2011, a number of key local heritage 
locations have become partners within the project including the  
Library of Birmingham, the Birmingham Museums Trust, the  
Ironbridge Gorge Museum Trust and the Hive in Worcester. 
 
Recent activities include the installation of a new 65 inch multi- touch 
table with a bespoke application into the new gallery ‘Birmingham, its 
people, its history’ at Birmingham Museum and Art Galleries.  

Digital Cultural Heritage Demonstrator Project 

7 
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 Priority two: Stimulating enterprise 

Exceed 
Launched in March 2010 and supported by £7.5 million of ERDF  
funding (alongside £1.5 million of other public sector funding and a 
private sector investment of £9.2 million), Exceed provides investment 
for expansion and development of up to £500,000 initially to West 
Midlands based businesses with the desire to grow. 

A Kingswinford company which is one of the world’s leading suppliers 
of  simulation and cutting edge technology for the entertainment  
industry has created six jobs as business continues to boom after  
receiving investment from Exceed. Simworx Limited, which has  
provided media-based installations to theme parks and visitor  
attractions across the UK – including Drayton Manor Theme Park, 
The Beatles Story, in Liverpool and Manchester Science Museum - 
has secured a raft of recent export contracts.  

Latest figures show that to date 34 separate investments totaling £7.5 
million to 22 local businesses have been made helping to get their 
growth and expansion plans off the ground, boosting profits, creating 
new jobs and improving the overall local economy. 

Helped by an extensive product development program, in the past year 
Simworx has won orders from Italy, Azerbaijan, Indonesia and Poland.  

Exploiting Servitisation in West Midlands SMEs 
Over the next three years, 400  
manufacturing businesses will have access 
to hands-on support to help them develop 
services. Diversification is key to the  
longevity of a business and this project helps 
local businesses who realise this to take  
action.  
 
Servitisation is an approach many  
manufacturing businesses are adopting by 

linking a range of services to their products. 
These services help a business to improve 
what they can offer to its customers and 
strengthen the relationships they hold with 
them, create new and resilient revenue 
streams and set high barriers for  
competition.  
 
Led by Aston University and supported by 
just over £357,000 of ERDF, businesses are 

able to participate in workshops to explore 
whether servitisation is appropriate for them, 
and to understand the potential benefits to 
their businesses. Over the life time of the 
project businesses will be able to explore 
this important business addition. On-going 
support will be available through series of 
Special Interest Groups to help businesses 
with the servitization transformation process. 

8 
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 Priority two: Stimulating enterprise 

Competitiveness Through Collaboration 
Since the launch in May 2010, Competitiveness through  
Collaboration has been providing support to environmental  
technology businesses located in the Marches and those with the 
desire to diversify into the environmental sector. 
Delivered by the Marches Environmental Technology Network 
(metnet) and administered by Shropshire Council, the programme 
provides a range of information, networking events and specific  
activities to encourage collaborations between businesses and 
higher education institutions. This, together with the metnet  
website, has enabled many businesses in the sector  to thrive. 

Phase 1 proved that providing assistance which brings similar 
companies together can deliver huge benefits. Phase 2 is  
underway which ensures that this service will be available to 
more businesses in the local area until March 2014. 

Mercia Fund 1 

Bright ideas emerging from universities in the West Midlands have 
the chance to become reality through the vital £1 million ERDF  
supported Mercia Fund 1. Over the next 2 years, innovative  
technology ideas that have been developing quietly through  
research or in laboratories have the opportunity to be tested,  
developed and brought to market through available investment.  

Mercia Fund 1 offers two types of investment.  The first initially 
prepares and supports the start of ideas focussed on key  
technology areas such as electronics, advanced materials, 
medical technologies or information communication.  The next 
stage investment enables the testing, developing and getting 
the ideas ready for launch and 
future investment. 

Launched late 2012, the project 
has already made great strides 
in helping local businesses with 
investment. Based at the  
Innovation Centre in Warwick, 
Concurrent Thinking received 
support through the fund in  
November. As a software company specialising in data centre  
management, Mercia Fund provided help in two ways. Firstly with 
an £50,000 investment followed by support to market the company 
and its growth ideas to other potential investors, resulting in a total 
secured investment of £441,000. As a result of the support received 
and the ability to now take forward their ideas for optimising energy 
utilisation in the data centre, 4 new jobs will be created over the 
coming months.   

Wrekin Electrical, a small electrical contractor based in Telford, took the 
leap into becoming installers of Solar Photovoltaic Systems. Owners Julian 
and Annalin Austin attended a number of networking events that offered a 
valuable opportunity to meet like-minded companies, new customers and 
access information. This enabled them to get the new business  - Wrekin 
Solar Services - up and running. 

9 
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 Priority two: Stimulating enterprise 

Growing the Social Enterprise Sector 
Helping to nurture and develop small growing sectors such as social 
enterprises is important. Many people are simply unaware of how to 
get a social enterprise business off the ground, and projects such as  
Growing the Social Enterprise Sector in the West Midlands is helping 
to address this. 

Back in 2008 phase 1 of this ERDF project was established and after 
four years the impact is impressive with over 939 people supported 
looking to set up a social enterprise and 237 trading social enterprises 
receiving support to improve their performance. Through phase 2 an 
additional £580,000 of ERDF will help to continue to provide this  
support until 2015. 

Scoochy Mamas is one social enterprise to have got up and  
running after receiving help. Alexander Bowers from Telford was  
diagnosed with Aspergers and struggling to find employment. With a 
passion for cooking, he decided to combine this with his wish to be 
self employed. The Super Sonic Sauce was born, a cooking sauce for 
fussy eaters. After taking part on a radio interview and other publicity 
explaining his desire to set up a social enterprise for the cooking 
sauce named Scoochy Mamas, the project stepped in to help.  

Aimed at helping other people with an Autistic Spectrum Disorder,  
Alexander Bowers was given hands on support covering all aspects of 
how to set up a business. The Super Sonic Sauce was launched in  
November 2012 and the business is going well. 

Technology and Innovation Futures West Midlands 

Led by Coventry University Enterprises, the Technology and  
Innovation Futures West Midlands project is supporting  
businesses in the West Midlands by identifying affordable  
technologies to ‘future proof’ the companies and gain them a 
competitive advantage. Through specialist advice, businesses 
are being helped to grow and thrive by looking at new  
technologies and deciding what suits them and their businesses 
for the future.  

Supported by £1.1 million of ERDF funding, the project will help 
transform the processes of local businesses to ensure they are 
future-oriented and ready to respond to growth opportunities  
presented through new technology developments. 

The project offers help on a range of areas from guidance on the 
adoption of ICT hardware and software, to design and prototyping 
consultancy and advice on best practice for manufacturing systems 
and quality control. Through a combination of strategic planning 
and high-level business support encouraging the adoption of new 
technology, this project will help to create jobs, save jobs, boost 
productivity and revenue, encouraging increased competitiveness 
on an international scale. 

10 
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 Priority two: Stimulating enterprise 

Based in Stafford, the Business Innovation Centre (BIC) encourages and 
promotes innovative practices and through the latest ERDF project,  
Staffordshire Business Incubation Support, is able to provide essential 
business advice at a local level. 

From the provision of small incubation units to help new companies get off 
the ground, and financial support to help gain specialist assistance for new 
product ideas, through to advice on innovative new products and  
processes, and hosting workshops and networking events on innovation 
related subjects such as intellectual property rights, marketing and new 
product development, the BIC is making a real difference.  

Staffordshire Business Incubation Support 

The Early Advantage Fund was launched in December 
2009 to provide investment, alongside business angels 
and other private sector investors, in early stage and small  
businesses within the West Midlands. 

With help of £4 million of ERDF support (matched by £4 
million of other public sector contribution), and able to  
provide initial investment of up to £125,000, the fund has 
so far made 48 investments totaling £3.5 million in 24  
local businesses. Worcester-based AccurlC Ltd is just one 
local business to have received investment from the fund. 

AccurIC Ltd is a start-up business developing an  
advanced LED lighting driver that addresses directly the 
outstanding performance requirements for widely  
acceptable low energy lighting networks. LED lighting  
offers the potential to achieve significant gains in energy 
efficiency in domestic, office, public and industrial  
settings, enabling commercial and industrial lighting to 
play its part in reducing the carbon footprint of future  
economic growth. 

The fund's investment alongside an experienced business 
angel will take the technology from functional prototype to 
pre-production model, ready for manufacturing in the UK. 
The investors have helped the founder with introductions 
to potential customers, manufacturing partners and  
general business advice. 

Early Advantage Fund 

Stone Junction, a technical and  
engineering PR & Marketing 
Agency, received help from the BIC 
to get the business up and running 
through the provision of an  
incubation unit all kitted out with 
furniture and the technology 
needed to start work, together with 
the support from one the BIC  
Business Advisors. Since setting 
up its office in 2011, the agency 
now has sixteen clients, has taken 
on a number of new staff and  
increased their turnover  
significantly. Technical and engineering PR agency 

Stone Junction drumming up support 
for apprenticeships.  

11 
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 Priority two: Stimulating enterprise 

Advantage Media Production Fund 

Supported by £1.5 million of ERDF funding, the  
Advantage Media Production Fund aims to promote the  
production offer of the West Midlands.  The fund   
promotes the use of locally based crew base and  
services, works with local producers on indigenous  
projects and has attracted a number of films and  
television series to the West Midlands. 

Set up in 2004 and currently managed by Creative 
England, the fund has brought production work to the 
local area, by employing local crew, and has also  
provided opportunities for West Midlands-based service 
companies, including post production houses and 
equipment hire firms. 

Recent pieces of work supported by the fund include  
Nativity 2 - the Christmas 2012 crowd-pleaser film  
starring David Tennant, which was produced by  
Coventry-based company Mirrorball Films, directed by 
Debbie Isitt as a follow up to box office success  
Nativity! which was released in 2009.  

Also, Line of Duty, a BBC series shot in and 
around Birmingham, was aired in 2012, 
achieving high audience figures and critical 
acclaim. 

The success of the Fund has delivered many 
benefits to the West Midlands, boosting the 

local economy and raising its profile as a 
place to do business. Local freelancers and 
businesses working within the immediate film 
industry have benefited in particular, but so 
have other local companies, such as hotels, 
catering companies and travel firms.   

The skills offer has also been important, with  
productions taking on local trainees in  
production.  

 

Successful blockbuster film Nativity 2 

12 
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 Priority three: Sustainable Urban Development 

Middleport Pottery 

The ceramics industry 
of Stoke-on-Trent is 
set to be reignited with 
the transformation of 
part of the Grade II* 
listed Middleport  
Pottery site into  
workspace units for 
local creative industry 
businesses, and the  
creation of a new  
visitor attraction  

allowing visitors to see 
the inner workings of the last working Victorian pottery in the UK. 

The restoration and refurbishment of the pottery site, together with the  
development of the visitor centre, will help Burslem to capitalise on its  
ceramics heritage. Long established skills will be supported and able to  
flourish, jobs will be created for people looking for the space to develop 
their ideas and expand their businesses and the regeneration will help to 
create a thriving and successful economy by increasing the number of 
visitors to the local area. 

Just over £1 million of ERDF support is helping with the transformation of 
this precious piece of British industrial heritage which is being led by  
national charity, The Prince’s Regeneration Trust. The Government’s  
Regional Growth Fund is also providing funding for this project. Work is 
underway at the site and due to be completed and open for business in 
late spring 2014.  

North Staffordshire Inward Investment 

Renowned for its international ceramics industry, and 
home to some of the UK’s and the world’s leading  
companies, the North Staffordshire Inward Investment  
programme is helping to position and set the credentials of 
Stoke-on-Trent as the place to locate and do business. 
Launched in 2011, the programme is managed by the 
Make It Stoke-on-Trent & Staffordshire Inward Investment 
Service.  The team’s role is to promote the area and  
de-risk the investment process for companies looking to 
relocate and expand in North Staffordshire.  
One company who has received support is Intelipac  
Paper Manufacturing Ltd, a Warrington based packaging 
manufacturer which supplies to some of the biggest 
names in retail including Tesco, ASDA and Marks & 
Spencer. Intelipac expanded its operations with a move to 
a 22,000 sq ft unit at Parkhouse Industrial Estate in  
Newcastle-under-Lyme in September 2012.  
The company was attracted to North Staffordshire with its 
excellent transportation links, low operating costs and a 
skilled workforce.  Benefitting from a tailored support  
package, the service de-risked Intelipac’s  investment with 
identifying the right property, a free recruitment service, 
planning assistance and funding guidance.  Currently  
employing around 25 staff, the company will be looking to 
recruit a further 35 in the next 12 months.  

13 
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 Priority three: Sustainable Urban Development 

Craig Croft Village Centre and North Solihull Strategic Cycle Network 

North Solihull is undergoing a dramatic transformation with help from a package of ERDF supported activities aimed at regenerating the 
local area and improving the environment, helping businesses and supporting local communities by creating jobs. Supported by £4.2  
million of ERDF, this work forms part of the ambitious £1.5 billion plans launched by 
North Solihull Regeneration in 2005 to transform the three wards of Chelmsley 
Wood, Smith’s Wood and Kingshurst & Fordbridge by improving homes, shops, 
schools, health and community facilities, transport, the environment and creating 
jobs.  

By 2015 Craig Croft will be on the way to becoming a thriving area for the local  
community with better access to employment opportunities in and around North  
Solihull, through a new vital road junction which will help to open up the site of the 
‘Village Centre’ to future development. A series of public realm improvements will 
turn the area into a modern, high quality public space helping to boost community 
pride and encourage new investment. Work is expected to start on site by Spring 
2013.  

Within the centre an Enterprise Centre will provide  
facilities for existing and new small businesses.  

The plans for Craig Croft are complimented by this creation of a new 13 km 
cycle network around the area through the £1.3 million ERDF North Solihull 
Strategic Cycle Network. Helping the local people of North Solihull go green in 
a bid to access jobs, the network of cycle friendly routes provides  
another transport option access to top employment areas, making cycling a 
cheap, healthy and environmentally friendly way for people to get to and from 
work. 

Local businesses will be encouraged to embrace this eco-friendly means of 
travel with grants available for improving facilities for cyclists. Assistance in 
setting up 'Bike to Work' schemes, offering a bike pool and lunch time rides to 
keep fit, will also be available.  

Works on the first phase of the scheme are now nearing completion; this has 
provided the link to the employment site of Chelmsley Wood Town Centre.  

Ariel shot of the changes 
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 Priority three: Sustainable Urban Development 

FarGo Creative Village 

The transformation of the Far Gosford Street Conservation 
Area into the Coventry’s creative quarter has started an  
important phase of its rejuvenation with the FarGo Creative 
Village project. 

With £3.4 million of ERDF support, the £7 million plans are 
now underway to redevelop an old run-down industrial  
estate into a thriving village for creative industry  
businesses, providing essential new office space and  
improving the overall image and appeal of the area to new 
investment opportunities and the local community. 

Located in the centre of Far Gosford Street, Fargo Village is 
the anchor project that will provide the creative and economic 
heart to the street.  The development restores one of the last 
of the city’s historic cycle factories as an indoor marketplace 
with over 50 units for small businesses.  A new multi-purpose 
combined performance and exhibition venue will provide 
much needed space for the city’s music scene. 

The work completed in the area so far has delivered  
impressive results. Through the Far Gosford Street  
Townscape Heritage Initiative, ERDF funding has helped with 
the restoration of three groups of Grade II listed buildings as 
well as restoring shopfronts to many properties and securing 
the development of vacant sites. 

The successful on-going regeneration of Far Gosford Street 
highlights how the public, private and community sectors can 
tackle the most challenging projects by working together. 

The vision for the regeneration plans 

Plans to help improve transport links around Coventry and Nuneaton 
finally got underway towards the end 2012 after receiving £3.5 million of 
ERDF for an improvement project that will provide access to jobs for  
local residents, help attract fresh business investment and improve the 
overall accessibility in and around the local area.  

Activity to be delivered through the project includes new rail stations to 
be opened at the Ricoh Arena in the Foleshill Area of Coventry, and at 
Bermuda Park in Nuneaton – both providing access to key business, 
retail and leisure areas. Coventry station will also undergo an upgrade 
with a new bay platform increasing the frequency of trains to the station, 
and also forming a key part in the large commercial developments 
planned at Friargate.    

The ERDF supported activities form part of a wider set of improvements 
being led by the Department for Transport in the Coventry and  
Nuneaton area with a total overall value of £23.4 million. 

Coventry, Bedworth and Nuneaton: Links to Opportunities 
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 Priority three: Sustainable Urban Development 

West Bromwich Town Centre Public Realm Programme 

Plans to transform West Bromwich into one of the Black  
Country’s premier towns are underway with a programme aimed 
at improving and linking-up spaces between new  
developments in the town centre including The Public and  
Sandwell College. 

Supported by £4 million of ERDF funding, the scheme will  
further improve the image and appeal of the town centre to  
visitors and help attract fresh inward investment and job  
opportunities. It includes visual improvements through  
artwork, landscaping, street furniture and the creation of a new 
square. 

 

Following a lack of investment since the 1970s, West Bromwich is currently undergoing one of the largest regeneration projects in the 
country with a number of major developments recently opening, and more to open in 2013/14. The Public Realm programme is helping 
link these developments together and is playing a significant role in bringing the town back to life. 

 

To date new paving and trees have been planted along the High 
Street, Ringway and residential areas, and work is currently taking 
place to regenerate the Duchess Parade. Design work is also  
underway for the Metro Plaza scheme which will connect the Metro 
and bus station with the town centre. The improvements will be  
completed by summer 2015. 

 

 Plans for Duchess Parade 

Regenerating the town centre 
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 More information 

Any enquires regarding the West Midlands European Regional Development Fund Programme contact  
the Programme Delivery Team: West Midlands on: 

 

WM.ERDFenquiries@communities.gsi.gov.uk 
 

 


