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What is the law?
• All registered sex offenders are required to notify their personal details to the police. This system
is often referred to as the “sex offender register” and requires offenders to provide their local
police station with a record of (amongst other things) their: name, address, date of birth and
national insurance number.
• The length of time for which an offender is subject to the requirements will vary dependent upon
the sentence they have been given for the relevant offence.
• Some offenders are subject to the notification requirements for life. On 30 July 2012, the law
was changed to allow those offenders subject to the lifetime requirements to apply to cease to
be subject to those requirements.  
• This will not happen automatically. Offenders will need to submit an application to the police
to seek a review. Offenders can only apply after they have been subject to the requirements
for a minimum period of time: 15 years for adults and 8 years for juveniles following their first
notification after being released from custody (a juvenile is classed as a person under 18 on the
date of conviction, for the relevant offence).
• Offenders who the police assess to continue to pose a sufficient risk to the public will remain
subject to the notification requirements and will do so for life, if necessary.
• If an offender is also the subject of a SOPO (sexual offence prevention order), they must
apply to have the SOPO discharged by the courts before being able to apply for a review.
• Offenders who are subject to the notification requirements for a finite period are unaffected by
this change to the law.
• The requirements of the sex offender register are prescribed in or under the Sexual Offences Act
2003. Further details of these provisions can be found at www.legislation.co.uk or
www.HomeOffice.gov.uk

Why has the law changed?
• The Supreme Court found that being subject to the notification requirements for life without
any mechanism to have this reviewed was incompatible with the European Convention on
Human Rights.
• The decision to enable offenders who are on the sex offender register for life to apply to be
removed was not taken lightly by the Home Office.
• Failure to respond to this decision would have left the Home Office open to further legal
challenges at a significant cost to taxpayers.
• Public protection remains the priority. We have ensured that we have developed a process that
is robust, workable and puts public safety first.
• Offenders will not come off the register automatically and offenders who continue to pose a
sufficient risk will remain on the register for life, if necessary.
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What does this mean for me?
• The change to the law may mean that the perpetrator of the crime committed against you
applies to be removed from the sex offender register.
• An offender will only be removed from the register after a robust review has been carried out,
led by the police and involving all relevant agencies, so that a full picture of the risks to the
public can be considered.
• You have the right to submit information and/or evidence to the police in the event that the
offender applies for a review of their requirements. The police are required to consider your
information and/or evidence as a factor when reviewing an offender’s application.
• Protecting the public from harm remains the overriding priority for both the Home Office and
the police, and those offenders who continue to pose a sufficient risk will remain on the register,
and will do so for life, if necessary.

Frequently asked questions
What does this change in the law mean?
Offenders on the sex offender register for life will be allowed to apply to the police to be removed
from the register.

What does this mean for me?
You have the right to submit information / evidence to the police if the offender submits an
application for a review. This leaflet contains a registration slip which you can complete if you
would like to register your contact details with the police to enable them to contact you in the
event that an application for review is made.

Why can they apply for a review?
Prior to this change in the law, offenders who were on the sex offender register for life did not
have an opportunity to have their registration reviewed. The Supreme Court declared that the
absence of this right meant that the legislation was incompatible under section 4 of the Human
Rights Act 1998 (specifically under Article 8 of the European Convention on Human Rights
(ECHR)). The change in the law remedies this incompatibility.

When will they apply for a review?
Offenders will be able to seek a review 15 years (8 years for juveniles) after the date of their first
notification following their release from custody. (A juvenile is classed as a person under 18 on the
date of conviction for the relevant offence)

What if they still pose a risk?
Offenders who police consider to continue to pose a risk will remain on the register.
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What does it mean if an offender comes off the register?
If an offender comes off the register, it means that the offender will no longer need to provide their
local police station with their personal details.

What if they are subject to a SOPO (sexual offence prevention order)?
Offenders will not be eligible to seek a review whilst they remain the subject of a SOPO.
Offenders who have been made the subject of a SOPO must apply to the courts to have the
SOPO discharged before they are able to apply to come off the register.  

When will an offender come off the register?
An offender will only come off the register if they make an application and, following a robust
review, the police are satisfied that it is not necessary, for the purpose of protecting the public
from the risk of sexual harm, for the offender to remain subject to the register. That offender will
come off the register as soon as they are notified of the decision.
It should be noted that an application can only be made after being on the register for 15 years
(8 years for juveniles).

What input can I have?
Victims of the offence which led to an offender being on the register for life are able to provide a
statement or evidence for consideration in the event that an application is sought.

When can I submit my evidence?
A statement or evidence can be submitted once an application for review is made by the offender.
This submission should not be made at the point of sentencing.  

Can the family of a victim have input?
The legislation provides for a ‘submission [a statement] or evidence’ from the victim of the offence
which led to the offender being placed on the sex offenders’ register for life. The police will
consider information provided by third parties where it is relevant to the assessment of risk under
section 91D(2)(m) of the Sexual Offences Act 2003 (Remedial) Order 2012.

Will my statement stop an offender coming off the register?
The police must give consideration to a number of factors when making a decision. These factors
are prescribed within law and include statements from victims. A statement from a victim will
be considered by police in their assessment of risk and will be done so in relation to all other
information gathered, but evidence provided by a victim will not be the sole determining factor.

How do I make a statement?
If you wish to provide a statement or evidence following an application for review this should be
made directly to the police.
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Where can I go for support?
A number of organisations will be able to help provide you with the specialist support you need.
We have included a list of those organisations on page 6 of this leaflet.

What happens if a victim is a child or an individual who requires an
appropriate adult to represent them?
Where a victim is under the age of 18 or requires additional support a responsible adult, such as a
parent or elected ‘appropriate adult’, can provide statement or evidence on their behalf.

I’m now based in Scotland – can I still register?
Yes. You should contact your local police station who will register your interest on the national
database and pass this onto the relevant force in England and Wales.

What if an offender applies from outside England and Wales i.e.
in Scotland?
In the event that an offender becomes subject to a review in Scotland, they will be subject to the
Scottish review process. Scottish forces will make a determination regarding victim engagement
on a case by case basis. Consideration will be given in the event that a victim has registered their
interest with a police force within the UK.

I still have more questions.
If you have further questions about the changes to legislation or the review process please
contact the Home Office on public.enquiries@homeoffice.gsi.gov.uk or alternatively at the
following address:
Home Office
Direct Communications Unit
2 Marsham Street
London
SW1P 4DF
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Organisations that can help
There are a number of organisations that can give you advice, information and support.
NSPCC – help for any adult concerned about children 0800 800 500 (Freephone 24 hours)
www.nspcc.org.uk
ChildLine – provides help and advice to children

0800 1111(Freephone 24 hours)
www.childline.org.uk

NAPAC – supporting people abused in childhood

0800 0853330 (free from landlines, Orange, Virgin, & 3
mobiles) 0808 8010331 (free from 02, T-mobile
& Vodafone)
http://www.napac.org.uk/

Victim Support – national charity for victims of crime
in England and Wales

0845 30 30 900 (landline calls charged at local rate,
mobile phone charges will vary) 9am – 9pm Mondays
to Fridays, 9am – 7pm weekends, 9am – 5pm bank
holidays.
www.victimsupport.org.uk

Voice UK – supporting people with learning
disabilities and other vulnerable people who have
experience crime or abuse

0808 8028686 (free from mobiles and most landlines)
9am – 5pm Monday – Friday (24 hour answer
service available)
www.voiceuk.org.uk
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Police registration slip
If you would like to register your contact details with the police to enable them to contact you in
the event that an application for review is made, please complete the slip below and hand it in to
you local station.
If your contact details change or you wish to withdraw your interest, please contact the public
protection unit at your local police station. Failure to provide police with up to date details may
prevent them from being able to contact you in the event of an application being sought.
I would like to register my interest to be contacted in the event of a review of
lifetime registration.
Name..........................................................................................................................................

Address.......................................................................................................................................

Telephone number.......................................................................................................................

Full name of offender (where known)...........................................................................................
The unique reference number or case URN (this will have been referred to in any
letter received prior to the case going to court)...........................................................................
The court location and date of trial if known................................................................................
Information for Police: In the event that this slip is presented at a police station please ensure
the information is passed to the public protection unit and the information is uploaded on to the
ViSOR database in accordance with ViSOR standards.
If presented in Scotland, please identify the owning force within England and Wales (through
ViSOR) and forward accordingly.
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