CHAPTER 1 SUMMARY ~ NUMBER OF SEATS IN THE NI ASSEMBLY

Question 1
What should the future size of the Northern Ireland Assembly be?
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Westminster and move 1o 5-year terms on a permanen basis. It could be argued
that S-year terms allow incumbent administraticns time to deliver more. Others
may feel that 4-year terms are adequate. The Governrment does not believe that
there needs to be uniformity acrass the Parliaments and Assemblies of the UK on
this matter. We seek views on what would be the best approach for the Northern
Ireland Assembly.

CHAPTER 2 SUMMARY - LENGTH OF ASSEMBLY TERMS

Question 2

Do you belleve that there should be combination of Parllamentary and
Assembly elections in 2015 or should these be decoupled?

Question 3
Do you think the term of the current Northern Ireland Assembly should
be extended from 2015 to 20167

Question 4

Should the Northern Ireland Assembly move to a fixed 5-year term
permanently?
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| 50, how can this system best be achieved? T
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MLASs and Peers

3.8 We also seek views on whether any iegisiation to ban 'double-jobbing’
batween MPs and MLAs should also extend to MLAs and members of the House
of Lords. Many, if not all, of the above considerations relating to holding both MP
and MLA officas will also apply.

CHAPTER 3 SUMMARY — MULTIPLE MANDATES

Question 5

Do you belleve that representatives should be prohibited from holding
the offices of MP and MLA at the same time?

Question 6 _
Should MLAs also be prohibited from being membars of the House of

Lords?

Question 7

Is it better to use primary legislation to ban such practices outright at
the earliest opportunity or to take a power to do so at a later date to
allow space for agreement to be reached?
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