
Home Office Circular 

Guidance on power of search and entry to risk assess sex offenders subject to the notification requirements

1. Section 58 of the Violent Crime Reduction Act 2006 amends the Sexual Offences Act 2003 to create a new police power to search and enter the homes of registered sex offenders for the purpose of risk assessment. The power comes into force on 31 May 2007. This Circular alerts practitioners to the commencement of this power and provides guidance on how the power should be used in practice.

2. Part 2 of the Sexual Offences Act 2003 sets out the current framework of notification requirements, which apply to sex offenders who have been convicted
 of a relevant offence or have been made subject to a Sexual Offences Prevention Order (SOPO).  These requirements include an obligation on the registered offender to notify the police of their home address, or, where they have no fixed abode, a place where they can be regularly found. 

3. The new provisions allow the police to seek a warrant from the magistrates' court to enter and search, by force if necessary, the last notified address of a registered sex offender (or a place where there are grounds to believe the offender resides or can be regularly found) where there have been two failed attempts to enter a specified premises. 

4. The full text of section 58 of the Violent Crime Reduction Act 2006, which amends the Sexual Offences Act 2003, is set out below.

“58 Power of entry and search of relevant offender’s home address 

(1) Before section 97 of the Sexual Offences Act 2003 insert— 

“Entry and search of home address


96B Power of entry and search of relevant offender’s home address 

(1) If on an application made by a senior police officer of the relevant force a justice of the peace is satisfied that the requirements in subsection (2) are met in relation to any premises, he may issue a warrant authorising a constable of that force— 

(a) to enter the premises for the purpose of assessing the risks posed by the relevant offender to which the warrant relates; and 

(b) to search the premises for that purpose. 

(2) The requirements are— 

(a) that the address of each set of premises specified in the application is an address falling within subsection (3); 

(b) that the relevant offender is not one to whom subsection (4) applies; 

(c) that it is necessary for a constable to enter and search the premises for the purpose mentioned in subsection (1)(a); and 

(d) that on at least two occasions a constable has sought entry to the premises in order to search them for that purpose and has been unable to obtain entry for that purpose. 

(3) An address falls within this subsection if— 

(a) it is the address which was last notified in accordance with this Part by a relevant offender to the police as his home address; or 

(b) there are reasonable grounds to believe that a relevant offender resides there or may regularly be found there. 

(4) This subsection applies to a relevant offender if he is— 

(a) remanded in or committed to custody by order of a court; 

(b) serving a sentence of imprisonment or a term of service detention; 

(c) detained in a hospital; or 

(d) outside the United Kingdom. 

(5) A warrant issued under this section must specify the one or more sets of premises to which it relates.

(6) The warrant may authorise the constable executing it to use reasonable force if necessary to enter and search the premises. 

(7) The warrant may authorise entry to and search of premises on more than one occasion if, on the application, the justice of the peace is satisfied that it is necessary to authorise multiple entries in order to achieve the purpose mentioned in subsection (1)(a). 

(8) Where a warrant issued under this section authorises multiple entries, the number of entries authorised may be unlimited or limited to a maximum. 

(9) In this section a reference to the relevant offender to whom the warrant relates is a reference to the relevant offender— 

(a) who has in accordance with this Part notified the police that the premises specified in the warrant are his home address; or 

(b) in respect of whom there are reasonable grounds to believe that he resides there or may regularly be found there. 

(10) In this section— 

‘the relevant force’ means the police force maintained for the police area in which the premises in respect of which the application is made or the warrant is issued are situated; 

‘senior police officer’ means a constable of the rank of superintendent or above.” 

(2) 
In section 136 of that Act (application of Part 2 to Northern Ireland), after subsection (7) insert— 

“(7A) 
References to a justice of the peace are to be read as references to a lay magistrate.” “

Purpose of the new power

5. Under s.17 of the Police And Criminal Evidence Act 1984 (PACE), a constable already has a general power to enter any premises for the purposes of arrest for an indictable offence. This means that if the police have reasonable grounds for believing that an offender who has breached the notification requirements, or has committed another indictable sexual offence, is on a premises, the police may enter and search those premises for the purpose of arresting the offender.  The police also have the power to apply for a search warrant in the normal way under s.8 of PACE if they believe an indictable offence has been committed and there is relevant evidence on the premises.

6. The new power is intended to enable the police to gather all the information they need about a relevant offender for the purposes of assessing the risks he poses, even if he is in apparent compliance with the notification requirements and there are insufficient grounds to believe he has committed a new substantive offence.

Applying for a warrant to enter and search

7. This is not a blanket power to enter the homes of registered sex offenders. The Act states that the police will require a warrant, issued by a magistrate, to enter an offender's home and that an application must be made by a senior police officer, not below the rank of superintendent. A template to apply for the warrant under s.96B can be found at the bottom of this circular.
8. In addition, a constable must have already sought entry to the premises in order to search them for the purposes of assessing risk, and been unable to obtain entry on at least two previous occasions. These limits are intended to ensure that the power is used only in cases where the police have been unable to obtain entry on a voluntary basis. 
9. The senior police officer should attend court in person to apply for the warrant.  Before granting a warrant the justice of the peace may wish to question the applicant in relation to the application and that would only be possible if he made the application in person.
Conditions for securing a warrant
10. A warrant will only be issued by a magistrate if they are satisfied that the following conditions are met:

· that the offender is a relevant offender (i.e. an offender subject to the notification requirements); 
· that the offender is not: remanded in or committed to custody by order of a court; serving a sentence of imprisonment or a term of service detention; detained in a hospital; or outside the United Kingdom; 
· that the address of each set of premises to which the warrant relates is either the home address which was last notified in accordance with the Part 2 of the Sexual Offences Act 2003, or there are reasonable grounds to believe that the registered offender resides there or may regularly be found there;
· that it is necessary for a constable to enter and search the premises for the purpose of assessing the risk posed by the offender; and
· that on at least two occasions a constable has sought entry to the premises in order to search them for that purpose and has been unable to obtain entry for that purpose. 
11. The power has been introduced for the sole purpose of being able to better risk assess the offender by searching the premises.  The last condition stated in s.96(2)(d) “that on at least two occasions a constable has sought entry to the premises in order to search them for that purpose and has been unable to obtain entry for that purpose” relates to constables seeking to enter and search the premises by consent of the offender and not the exercise of lawful powers of search under PACE for which the offender’s consent would not be required. It is intended that a warrant should only be granted in cases where it can be demonstrated that the constable sought to gain the offender’s consent to enter and search the premises on two previous occasions and the offender either did not consent or was not available to give consent to the entry on those two occasions.

12. To meet the requirement, the constable has to show that they sought entry to search for the purpose of risk assessment on two previous occasions.  The term ‘search’ has the same meaning as in sections 8, 17 and 18 of PACE and is broad in its definition. It can mean a cursory ‘looking around’ but can also mean a full and thorough search. Thus if a constable can show they wanted to enter a premises to ‘have a look around’ (search) for the purpose of risk assessment (i.e. to see whether there was anything visible to raise concerns such as children’s toys), then that requirement would be met.  

Powers conferred by the warrant

13. If granted, a warrant would authorise a constable to enter and search one or more specified premises, for the purpose of making an assessment of risk posed by the registered sex offender. It should be noted that the new provisions do not create a power of seizure, though a constable lawfully on the premises will have the general powers of seizure provided by s.19 of PACE.

14. A warrant issued under these provisions must specify the one or more sets of premises to which it relates and may authorise the constable executing it to use reasonable force, if necessary, to enter and search the premises. 

15. The warrant may also authorise entry to and search of premises on more than one occasion if, on the application, the magistrate is satisfied that it is necessary to authorise multiple entries for the purposes of risk assessment. Where a warrant authorises multiple entries, the number of entries authorised may be unlimited or limited to a maximum. 

Using the power for improved risk management

The notification requirements were introduced by the Sex Offenders Act 1997 as an administrative tool to help police gather current information about those convicted for sexual offences.   That information is then used to inform an assessment of the risk that the offender poses to the community and plans to manage that risk.   Under section 325 of the Criminal Justice Act 2003, all relevant offenders are subject to the multi-agency public protection arrangements (“MAPPA”) and there is a duty on the responsible authorities for each area to establish arrangements for the purpose of assessing and managing the risks posed in that area by relevant sex offenders. The new power is intended to be an additional tool for the police to use in assessing the risk posed by relevant sex offenders.

16. An example of a case where the police may use this power is as follows. Mr X is considered by the police to be a medium-risk offender. On two occasions, the police monitor his notified address, and, while they discover he is at his notified address for very limited periods, there is insufficient evidence for there to be reasonable grounds for suspecting that he is in breach of the notification requirements. In these circumstances, and under PACE powers, the police may not have the power to enter or search his property. However, after 31 May 2007, the police will be able to apply for a warrant to enter and search by virtue of s.96B of the Sexual Offences Act 2003 if such entry and search is necessary for the purposes of assessing the risk he poses.

17. In a true case study, a sex offender, assessed as medium-risk, did not allow police to enter and search his home. Again, there was no information to arouse suspicion that a crime had been committed, nor enough evidence to show he was in breach of the notification requirements. Subsequently, further information was received that the offender had been seen with a five year-old child. The police attended his address and, using powers of entry and search to find the child, discovered that the offender was in possession of a computer. Despite the fact that he had denied any relationship with a child, there were lollipops, sweets and a child's bike on the premises. That information would have benefited the police in their management of the offender, had they had it much sooner. The fact that he had access to the internet and was keeping objects clearly intended to appeal to children significantly increased the risk he posed and therefore the management that he required.

18. Where a search under section 96B is carried out, the information gathered may cause the police to apply for a Sexual Offences Prevention Order (SOPO), which places prohibitions on the offender, or, for example, decide to disclose information to schools in the vicinity of which the offender is residing.
Extent of the provisions
19. The provisions apply to England, Wales and Northern Ireland. 
20. An equivalent power has been provided for in respect of Scotland by section 80 of the Police, Public Order and Criminal Justice (Scotland) Act 2006.
Date of commencement
21. The power will come into force on 31 May 2007 by virtue of the Violent Crime Reduction Act 2006 (Commencement No. 2) Order 2007.

FAQs
Q1. What will the warrant authorise?
A1. The warrant will authorise a constable to enter and search specified premises, for the purpose of making an assessment of risk posed by the registered sex offender. There is no new power of seizure; the generic powers of seizure in PACE will apply.

Q2. What if following the search, constables need to seize items?
A2. They may have the power to do so under s.19 of PACE, for example if they have reasonable grounds for believing the items are evidence in relation to an offence and it is necessary to seize them in order to prevent them being concealed, lost, altered or destroyed.
Q3. Which offenders fall within the provisions?
A3. Offenders subject to the notification requirements, and thus required to register their details, are covered by the provisions. Section 96B(4) of the Sexual Offences Act 2003, as inserted by the 2006 Act, means that a magistrate will not issue a warrant in respect of an offender who is: remanded in or committed to custody by order of a court; serving a sentence of imprisonment or a term of service detention; detained in a hospital; or outside the United Kingdom. 
Q4. Which premises can be the subject of a warrant?
A4. The premises can be either the registered sex offender’s home address as last notified in accordance with the Part 2 of the Sexual Offences Act 2003, or a place where there are reasonable grounds to believe that the registered offender resides or may regularly be found.
Q5. What conditions have to be met before a warrant can be granted?
A5. A warrant will only be issued by a magistrate if they are satisfied that the following conditions are met:

· that the offender is a relevant offender (i.e. an offender subject to the notification requirements); 
· that the offender is not: remanded in or committed to custody by order of a court; serving a sentence of imprisonment or a term of service detention; detained in a hospital; or outside the United Kingdom;
· that the address of each set of premises to which the warrant relates is either the home address which was last notified in accordance with the Part 2 of the Sexual Offences Act 2003, or there are reasonable grounds to believe that the registered offender resides there or may regularly be found there;
· that it is necessary for a constable to enter and search the premises for the purpose of assessing the risks posed by that offender; and
· that on at least two occasions a constable has sought entry to the premises in order to search them for that purpose and has been unable to obtain entry for that purpose. 
Q6. What is meant by the term ‘search’ in s.96B?

A6.  The term “search” has the same meaning as in ss.8, 17 and.18 of PACE.  These sections give constables legal powers (with warrant under s.8 and without warrant under ss.17 and 18) to “search” premises under those powers. A “search” could simply mean looking in one room or informally ‘looking around’, or it could mean a full and thorough search of every room and all pieces of furniture in the premises.  In s.96B, the constable must have sought entry not to exercise a legal power of search under PACE, but to engage in the activity of searching by consent with the offender.
Q7. Does an officer have to be denied entry twice to the same premises, or where an offender has registered a number of addresses, will a warrant be granted when the officer has been denied entry to two separate premises?
A7. The power is intended to cover entry to particular premises where there is clear evidence that the constable is otherwise unable to enter and search for the purpose of risk assessment.  Therefore, a constable must have tried and failed to enter and search a particular address on at least two occasions before a warrant can be obtained to search that address.  If more than one address is to be searched, then the constable will need to attempt (and fail) to enter each address for which the warrant is sought.  
Q8. Does the offender have to actively refuse entry?
A8. No. The Act refers to a constable “being unable to obtain entry for that purpose” (i.e. risk assessment) and this is wider than being ‘refused entry’. Whilst the legislation does not state that two ‘reasonable’ attempts to enter be made, it is unlikely that a magistrate would grant a warrant where this was not the case (for example, when two visits were made when an offender was known to be at work).  However, where an offender has notified an address, but is never at this registered address when the police visit, even when he could reasonably be expected to be there, police may wish to apply for a warrant to enter and search. 
Q9. Do the two previous occasions relied upon need to occur after 31 May or can evidence of two failed attempts to enter a premises be given when they occurred prior to 31 May.

A9. A warrant can be issued even if the two previous occasions on which the constable sought entry occurred before 31 May. However, on the two previous occasions, the constable must have sought entry to the premises in order to search them for the purpose of assessing risk – visits for other reasons will not count.

Q10. If a constable has been allowed into the premises to search for the purpose of risk assessment but not allowed into parts of the premises (e.g a particular room), does this count as ‘unable to obtain entry’ for the purpose of s.96B(2)(d)?

A10.  Yes, if a constable has sought entry to a premises to search for the purpose of risk assessment, and only gained partial access to the premises, then as his attempts to risk assess have been frustrated, this would amount to being ‘unable to obtain entry’ for the purpose of risk assessment.
Q11. What happens if, following a search under s.96B, there is evidence that a crime has been committed by the offender?
A11. Where there is evidence of a crime, constables can deploy their generic powers under PACE. They should decide to arrest the individual if they have reasonable grounds for suspecting he has committed a substantive sexual offence or breached the notification requirements.  They may also be able to seize items in accordance with s.19 of PACE.

Q12. Who can apply for a warrant to search and enter for the purposes of risk assessment?
A12. An application must be made by a senior police officer, not below the rank of superintendent.
A template to apply for the warrant under s.96B can be found at the bottom of this circular. 

Q13. Does the senior police officer have to attend court in person to apply for a warrant?

A13.  The senior police officer must attend court in person to apply for the warrant.  Before granting a warrant the justice of the peace may wish to question the applicant in relation to the application and that would only be possible if he made the application in person.
Further information

Any inquiries about the contents of this Circular should be directed to:

Sex Offender Management Policy Team

Violent and Youth Crime Prevention Unit

Home Office

4th floor, Fry Building

2 Marsham Street

London, SW1P 4DF

Violent and Youth Crime Prevention Unit

Home Office
FORM 1 (Front)
	Application for warrant to enter and search premises under
section 96B Sexual Offences Act 2003

	*delete/complete as applicable
(Specify name of court ………………………………………) Magistrates’ Court (Code…………….)
SECTION A:  Application is today made before me the undersigned by (specify name of applicant):
.........................................................................................................................………………….......….......
for the issue of a warrant under section 96B of the Sexual Offences Act 2003.
SECTION B:  The applicant says [*on oath] [*affirms]:
(1) that ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. (full name) born [………………………….] (date of birth) is a relevant offender (namely an offender subject to the notification requirements set out in Part 2 of the Sexual Offences Act 2003) and who is not (a) remanded in, or committed to custody, by order of the court;  (b) serving a sentence of imprisonment or a term of service detention;  (c) detained in hospital; or  (d) outside the United Kingdom);
(2) that on at least two occasions described in the “Further Information” below, a constable has sought entry to the premises specified in Section C below for the purpose of assessing the risks posed by the relevant offender and has been unable to obtain entry for that purpose;
(3) that it is necessary for a constable to enter and search the specified premises, using reasonable force if necessary, for the purpose of assessing the risks posed by the relevant offender;

(4) that to achieve the purpose for which the warrant is being applied it is necessary that the warrant authorises entry to and search of each set of premises;
[*on ONE occasion only.] or

*subject to any second and subsequent entry being authorised in writing by an inspector or above,
[*on NOT MORE THAN (enter words & number) ...........................................................… occasions.] or
[*on an UNLIMITED number of occasions.]; and
(5) [*that persons described in the “Further Information” below should be authorised to accompany the officer executing the warrant.]
SECTION C
The specified premises are:-
No.

Premises - address/location/description
Reason for specifying premises:
1.
[*this is the last address notified in accordance with Part 2 of the Sexual Offences Act 2003 to police by the relevant offender as his/her home address] 

[*there are +reasonable grounds to believe that the relevant offender resides here or may regularly be found here] 
2.

[*there are +reasonable grounds to believe that the relevant offender resides here or may regularly be found here]

3.

[*there are +reasonable grounds to believe that the relevant offender resides here or may regularly be found here]
4.

[*there are +reasonable grounds to believe that the relevant offender resides here or may regularly be found here]
Omit/cross out row if not used

+See item 2 under “Further Information”
Further information:
1.
All applications must specify date/time of previous occasions when a constable sought entry to each of the specified premises in order to search them for the purpose of risk assessment but was unable to obtain entry and manner in which each entry was sought.

2.
For each premises as applicable, describe facts and/or information that provide reasonable grounds to believe the offender resides, or may regularly be found there.

3.
If authority to enter and search premises on more than one occasion is needed, explain why, and how many, further entries are needed to achieve the purpose for which the warrant is to be issued.

4.
If applicable, describe any person(s) to be authorised to accompany the officer executing the warrant.

.......................................................…....................................................................................................................
.......................................................…....................................................................................................................

.......................................................…....................................................................................................................
.......................................................…................................................................................(continue over if necessary)
Date: .......................................................
Signature of Applicant ………………………………………………………….

This application was taken and sworn/affirmed before me
District Judge (Magistrates’ Court)
Justice of the Peace.


	Further information:(Continued)
1.
All applications must specify date/time of previous occasions when a constable sought entry to each of the specified premises in order to search them for the purpose of risk assessment but was unable to obtain entry and manner in which each entry was sought.
2.
For each premises as applicable, describe the facts and/or information that provide reasonable grounds for believing that the offender resides in any premises or may regularly be found there 
3.
If authority to enter and search premises on more than one occasion is needed, explain why, and how many, further entries are needed to achieve the purpose for which the warrant is to be issued.

4.
If applicable, describe any person(s) to be authorised to accompany the officer executing the warrant.

.......................................................…....................................................................................................................
...........................................................................................................................................................................…

...........................................................................................................................................................................…

...........................................................................................................................................................................…

...........................................................................................................................................................................…

...........................................................................................................................................................................…

...........................................................................................................................................................................…

...........................................................................................................................................................................…

...........................................................................................................................................................................…

...........................................................................................................................................................................…

...........................................................................................................................................................................…

...........................................................................................................................................................................…

...........................................................................................................................................................................…

...........................................................................................................................................................................…

...........................................................................................................................................................................…

...........................................................................................................................................................................…

...........................................................................................................................................................................…

...........................................................................................................................................................................…

...........................................................................................................................................................................…

...........................................................................................................................................................................…

...........................................................................................................................................................................…

...........................................................................................................................................................................…

...........................................................................................................................................................................…

...........................................................................................................................................................................…

...........................................................................................................................................................................…

...........................................................................................................................................................................…

...........................................................................................................................................................................…

...........................................................................................................................................................................…

...........................................................................................................................................................................…

...........................................................................................................................................................................…

...........................................................................................................................................................................…

...........................................................................................................................................................................…

...........................................................................................................................................................................…

Date: .....................................................
Signature of Applicant …………………........................………………………………….

This application was taken and sworn/affirmed before me
District Judge (Magistrates’ Court)
Justice of the Peace.


	Warrant issued under 96B of the Sexual Offences Act 2003 to
enter and search premises to carry out a risk assessment 
(Section 15 of the Police and Criminal Evidence Act 1984)

	*delete/complete as applicable

(Specify name of court ………………………………………) Magistrates’ Court (Code…………….)
Date: ..................................................

On this day an application supported by an information was made by (specify name of applicant):

...................................................................................................................................... for the issue of a warrant
under section 96B of the Sexual Offences Act 2003 to enter and search the premises specified below for the purpose of assessing the risks posed by:

……………………………………………….……………………………………………………………………….. (full name)
who is a relevant offender (namely an offender subject to the notification requirements set out in Part 2 of the Sexual Offences Act 2003) and who is not (a) remanded in, or committed to custody, by order of the court;  (b) serving a sentence of imprisonment or a term of service detention;  (c) detained in hospital; or  (d) outside the United Kingdom).
No.

Premises

Type of premises:

1.

[*this is the last address notified in accordance with Part 2 of the Sexual Offences Act 2003 to police by the relevant offender as his/her home address]

[*there are reasonable grounds to believe that the relevant offender resides here or may regularly be found here]

2.

[*there are reasonable grounds to believe that the relevant offender resides here or may regularly be found here]

3.

[*there are reasonable grounds to believe that the relevant offender resides here or may regularly be found here]

4.

[*there are reasonable grounds to believe that the relevant offender resides here or may regularly be found here]

Omit/Cross out row if not used
Authority is hereby given for any constable, [*accompanied by such other person or persons as are necessary for the purposes of the warrant], to enter and search the above specified premises, using reasonable force if necessary, on the number of occasions specified below within three months from the date of issue of this warrant for the purpose of assessing the risks posed by the relevant offender named above.

Number of occasions that each set of premises may be entered and searched under this warrant is:

[*on ONE occasion only.]

*subject to any second and subsequent entry being authorised in writing by an inspector or above,

[*on NOT MORE THAN (enter words & number) ...........................................................… occasions.]
[*on an UNLIMITED number of occasions.]

District Judge (Magistrates’ Court)
Justice of the Peace.

	Copies of the warrant above to be made:

(a) For a warrant which specifies only one set of premises and does NOT authorise multiple entries – TWO copies.

(b) For a warrant which authorises entry to more than one set of premises – one copy for each set of premises. An occupier is not entitled to be given details of, or any information about, other premises to which the warrant authorises entry.  Therefore details of other premises can be deleted as necessary.

	See over for endorsement to be made AFTER each entry and search under this warrant

	This warrant to be returned to the appropriate person – see section 16(10) PACE


One endorsement to be completed for each entry by a constable executing the warrant
(Use continuation sheet(s) if necessary)

*delete/complete as applicable
	Entry No.
	Date/Time of Entry: .............................................................   

Premises entered & searched on this occasion (specify): ....................................................................................

................................................................................................................................................................................

[*Entry for second or subsequent time authorised in writing by an inspector or above]  [*First entry]
Officer in charge of search …………………………………………………………….……………(Signature/rank/station/date)

	(     )
	

	
	*1.
The following material sought relating to risk assessing the offender was found (list)

*2.
The following articles other than those sought were seized (list):

*3.
No material was found or seized.

4.
*Copy warrant specifying the premises entered on this occasion handed to occupier 
*Copy warrant specifying the premises entered on this occasion left on premises (specify where left)

.................................................................................................................................................................

*Delete/complete as appropriate

Signature(s) of constable(s) executing warrant on this occasion:

.......................................................................................   ......................................................................................

.......................................................................................   ......................................................................................


	Entry No.
	Date/Time of Entry: .............................................................   

Premises entered & searched on this occasion (specify): ....................................................................................

................................................................................................................................................................................

[*Entry for second or subsequent time authorised in writing by an inspector or above]  [*First entry]
Officer in charge of search …………………………………………………………….……………(Signature/rank/station/date)

	(     )
	

	
	*1.
The following material sought relating to risk assessing the offender was found (list)
*2.
The following articles other than article sought were seized (list):

*3.
No material was found or seized.

 4.
*Copy of warrant showing the premises entered on this occasion handed to occupier
*Copy of warrant showing the premises entered on this occasion left on premises (specify where left)

.................................................................................................................................................................

*Delete/complete as appropriate
Signature(s) of constable(s) executing warrant on this occasion:

.......................................................................................   ......................................................................................

.......................................................................................   ......................................................................................


Continuation endorsement sheet?
Yes (
No. (

( Tick one box

Endorsement sheet 1 of (total) ___

	Record of authority given by inspector or above to enter and search the same premises on more than one occasion
under a search warrant issued under section 96B of the Sexual Offences Act 2003 
(See Section 16(3B) Police and Criminal Evidence Act 1984 and Code B 6.3A)

	Insert Police force references as required:

	The written authority of an inspector or above not involved in the investigation is required; in the case of a warrant authorising multiple entries, BEFORE entry to any premises for the second or any subsequent time.
Each signed authorisation below applies to the warrant issued under section 96B of the Sexual Offences Act 2003 on (date) ……………….………...…..

at [Specify name of court……………] Magistrates’ Court (Code               ) on application made by (specify name of applicant) ……………………………...………...............................................


	No.
	Premises

(Specify premises to which authority relates)
	Authority is given as follows to enter the premises for a 2nd or subsequent time:
	Authorising officer

(Signature/rank/station/date)

	
	
	State number of previous entries to the premises and why a further entry is necessary to achieve the purpose for which the warrant is issued.
	

	1
	
	
	

	2
	
	
	

	3
	
	
	

	4
	
	
	

	5
	
	
	


(continued over *Yes/No)

	No.
	Premises

(Specify premises to which authority relates)
	Authority is given as follows to enter the premises for a 2nd or subsequent time:
	Authorising officer

(Signature/rank/station/date)

	
	
	State number of previous entries to the premises and why a further entry is necessary to achieve the purpose for which the warrant is issued.
	

	1
	
	
	

	2
	
	
	

	3
	
	
	

	4
	
	
	

	5
	
	
	

	6
	
	
	

	7
	
	
	


� The notification requirements also apply to offenders: found not guilty of a relevant offence by reason of insanity; found to be under a disability and to have done the act charged against him in respect of such an offence; or cautioned in respect of such an offence





